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First Sunday of Lent 
 

 February 21 & 22, 2026 

 

Dear Good People, 
 

   I hope this letter finds you well as we begin our yearly observance of holy Lent.  I would ask you to please keep in your 
prayer our OCIA candidates who are preparing to be received into the Church.  May this time be a time of conversion and 
purification for them.  I especially want to thank Nicole for her leadership.  Her curriculum is truly top notch. 
   During my Ash Wednesday homily, I referenced the Holy Father's Lenten Message to us.  If you type Pope Leo Lent 
Message for 2026 it should come up.  It is certainly worth a read. 
   The first Sunday of Lent we hear the familiar story of Jesus' temptation in the desert.  Jesus proves that He truly 
enters the desert of human existence and does not use His divine power for His own benefit.  He really accompanies our 
life's pilgrimage and reveals in it the true power of God, which is love to the very end.    ~  A.M.D.G.     Fr. Ross   

 It is customary at our Parish that after the final song, the assembly kneels and silently prays the "Our Father, Hail Mary,  
and Glory Be" for the next person of our Parish who passes away. Parishioners near death have expressed the comfort  

they experience knowing the Parish Community is praying for them. Please join us in this sacred prayer. 

 



Mass, Reconciliation & Lenten Offerings 

Tuesday, February 24 
8:00am Mass, St. Mary       † Helen Koch 
  

Wednesday, February 25   
8:00am Mass, St. Mary      † Doc Birchmier 
 

7:30 - 8:00pm  Reconciliation, St. Mary  
          

Thursday, February 26   
8:00am Mass, St. Mary          Adelaide & Alaric Ward   

Friday, February 27     Abstain from meat  
8:00am Mass, St. Mary       † Mark Kollasch 
 

6:00pm StaƟons of the Cross, St. Mary  
     

Saturday, February 28 
4:00 - 4:30pm  Reconciliation, St. Mary  
5:00pm Mass, St. Mary      † Terry Gilligan      
     

Sunday, March 1 
8:00am Mass, Holy Cross  † Patrick Phelan  
    

10:00am Mass, St. Mary        People of the Parish  

 Lenten Prayer  
 

Heavenly Father, 
As I enter this week of my Lenten journey, 
guide me to the path that leads to you.  
Fill my heart with gratitude, patience,  
strength, and peace as I strive  
to become the-best-version-of-myself.  
Let me hear your voice  
in the deepest reaches of my heart.  
Give me rest in you.  
Help me to accept others,  
showing them your great love  
instead of casting judgment.  
Stay with me through these busy days 
and remind me that when I need comfort, 
solitude, wisdom, or guidance,  
I can always turn to you.    Amen. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Parish Council  
Meeting: March 17, 6:30pm, Social Hall 
 

Finance Council  
Meeting: February 24, 6:30pm, Social Hall 
 

Stewardship  
Meeting: April 13, 6:00pm, Social Hall  
 

OCIA / Grow in Your Catholic Faith  
Feb. 23 & March 2, 6:15pm, Youth Room   
 

Knights of Columbus         
Meeting: March 16, 7:00pm, Social Hall  
 

Funeral Luncheon Food Donations   
Team 6: Alleman, Baxter, Des Moines area, 
Madrid, Mingo, Mitchellville, Polk City,  
Prairie City, Sheldahl, Slater  

Fr. Parker does not have set office hours at the Parish.  
To reach him please email, call or text:  
rparker@dmdiocese.org or 515-720-3434. 

Coming Events 
UThis Weekend: Collection for Catholic Charities Food 
     Pantry  
 

UFriday, February 27:  Stations of the Cross, 6:00pm,  
     St. Mary, followed by Lenten meal, Social Hall      

USunday, March 1: Coffee & donuts after 8:00am and  
     10:00am Masses  
 

UFriday, March 6:  Stations of the Cross, 6:00pm, St. Mary 
      —  Fish Fry, 5:00-7:00pm, Social Hall 
 

USaturday, March 7:  Wine & cheese after 5:00pm Mass 
 

UWeekend of March 7/8:  Buildings & Grounds Collection 
 

UFriday, March 13:  Silhouette Stations of the Cross, 
     6:00pm, St. Mary, followed by Lenten meal 

       
 

Additional Reconciliation Times at St. Mary  
       

Wednesday, Feb. 25, 7:30 - 8:00pm 
Wednesday, March 25, 6:15 - 7:15pm 

Thursday, March 26, 6:00 - 7:00pm 
Saturday, March 28, 3:30-4:30pm   

 

Are You New to Our Parish? 
    

We welcome you to our family of St. Mary-Holy Cross and 
invite you to become a member of our parish!  Please fill out 
a registration card found in the vestibule of St. Mary or Holy 
Cross or on our website, https://www.saintmaryhc.org/
membership.  We are glad you are here!  

 

Pastoral Assistance 
 

In case of an emergency please contact Fr. Ross Parker, 515
-720-3434. To schedule a visit with Father at your home, or if 
a family member is in a care facility, home-bound, or 
hospitalized, and they wish a visit, please contact him at 
rparker@dmdiocese.org 
 

Lenten Reflection Resources 
 

Additional reflection booklets are available to assist you in   
your Lenten journey.   
 

Diocesan Resources: How are you and your family going to 
live the Lenten season this year? The Diocese has a Lenten 
planner, some kid-friendly activities, recipes and more! Find 
family Lenten resources at dmdiocese.org/living-lent.  
 

Fridays of Lent   
                           

Join us to pray the Stations of the Cross at 6:00pm each 
Friday of Lent. We gather for a Lenten meal following the 
Stations on February 27, March13 and March 27.   
 

Lenten Volunteer Opportunity 
                           

We are looking for people to lead the Stations of the Cross 
on Friday, March 6 and 27. We have a choice of booklets 
from which to read. Thank you for considering this request.   
For more information, please email the Office or sign up in 
the vestibule at St. Mary. Thank you! 

 

Fish Fry Fridays 
 

Join the Knight of Columbus March 6 & 20 for their fish fry;  
serving from 5:00-7:00pm in the Social Hall. Free will 
donation. Please contact Jon Hand, jon79hand@gmail.com / 
515-291-8814 if you’d like to help. Sign up at https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4AA8A62DA5FD0-
61631815-desserts . To donate a dessert. Thank you! 

 



Councils and Committees 
     

   Parish Council  

 Anne Davis  -  annedavis06@gmail.com   
 Drew Hanlon - drewsmhcpc@yahoo.com  
 Kim Heger - hegerkim91@gmail.com 
 Doug Jones  -  djones@bossard.com   
 Carolyn Kirby  -  gurlzmom@gmail.com  
   Bill Kyle  -  bill@northiowaair.com  
        Tim Miller  -  millertimothyg@gmail.com  
 Bill Sexton  -  billsxtn@gmail.com     

   Finance Council        
 Laurie Phelan, Chair   -  Laurie.c.Phelan@gmail.com    
 Julia Coash  -  jcoash@outlook.com  
 Craig Johnson  -  dad.craig@gmail.com  
 Anne Power  -  powerhouse57049@gmail.com  
 Bill Rooney  -  1rooneybill@gmail.com 
  Tom Rooney  -  roondog007@msn.com  
 

   Stewardship Committee                    

 Julia Coash  -  jcoash@outlook.com  
 Katie Fredericks  -  katie.fredericks1@hotmail.com  
 Beth Hart  -  mrsmatthart@gmail.com 
 Kris LeRoy  -  klsturtz@gmail.com   
 Jen Linderblood  -  jlinderb@yahoo.com  
 Tammi McClain  -  tammimcclain71@gmail.com 
 Kathy Petersen  -  katherine@huxcomm.net  
 Sue White  -  charylsue@msn.com 
 

    Building & Ground Committee   
 John  Roberts, Co-Chair  -  jroberts@huxcomm.net   
 Scott Turczynski, Co-Chair  -  ScottT@hrtlnd.us     
 Drew Hanlon  -  drewsmhcpc@yahoo.com  
 Tim Miller  -  millertimothyg@gmail.com  
  Laurie Phelan  -  Laurie.c.Phelan@gmail.com    
 Bill Schmitt  -  isucui@isualum.com 
 Lynn Schreurs  -  lschreurs@msn.com 
 

   Cemetery Committee  
             Laurie Phelan, Chair  -  Laurie.c.Phelan@gmail.com    
 Pat Bishop  -  pjbishop@midiowa.net 
 Lowell Crouse  -  ldcjac82@gmail.com  
 John Freeman  -  johnfmingo@hotmail.com 
 Tracy Irwin  -   irwin@partnercom.net  
 Stacey Rooney  - rooneyslg17@gmail.com  
 Tom Rooney  -  roondog007@msn.com  
 Lynn Schreurs  -  lschreurs@msn.com   

   Parish Trustees   
            Sheri Fogarty -  fogarty929@gmail.com  
             Doug Jones  -  djones@bossard.com  
 
 

   Parish Historian  
            Larry Sauer -  sauerld@outlook.com   -  515-710-2421 
 

   Parish Ambassador to Catholic Charities  
 John & Peg Evans  -  evansp3@yahoo.com  
 

    Knights of Columbus Grand Knight 
            John  Roberts  -  jroberts@huxcomm.net     

 

Weekly Collection Financial Update 

      

 February 15     Budget Week 33 
 

                                                   Received          Budget    
  Tithes/Plate/Youth/Bldg. Fund     $10,898          $5,536  
  

     Year-to-Date Tithes/Plate/Youth/Bldg. Fund    
                  Received          Budget         Last Year 
                  $211,388        $182,673       $186,523 
 
 

           Mass Attendance: February 14/15: 321     
           Ash Wednesday: 275 

Religious Education: Preschool - 6th Grade 
Coordinator  

Tracy Miller, tmiller@saintmaryhc.org, 515-520-7981 
 

Thank you to all who have donated to our First Communion 
Bible fundraiser. We are in need of 4 more Bibles to be  
sponsored.  Cost is $50 or you could do half for $25. The gift 
of a Bible with their name engraved is a lifelong treasure to 
these children.  Thank you for considering.   
 

Upcoming Sessions 
 

 February 25 - Regular Sessions 
 

March 4 – Regular Sessions  
 

March 11 – Regular Sessions  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Parish Council  
Meeting: November 18, 6:30pm, Social Hall  
 

Finance Council  
Meeting: November 25, 6:30pm, Social Hall 
 

Stewardship  
Meeting: November 10, 6:00pm, Social Hall  
 

OCIA / Grow in Your Catholic Faith  
Oct. 30, 6:15-7:45pm, Social Hall  
 

Knights of Columbus         
Meeting: November 17, 7:00pm, Social Hall  
 

Funeral Luncheon Food Donations   
Team 1: Huxley and Cambridge  

Coordinators  

Melissa Kahler, mkahler@saintmaryhc.org, 515-290-2830 

 

Andrea Fisher, afisher@saintmaryhc.org, 515-240-5059 
Nicole Cory, ncory@saintmaryhc.org, 515-313-3014  

 

EDGE  —  Wednesdays, 6:00-7:30pm, Social Hall, 7th & 8th  

 

Session: Feb. 25   
 

Confirmation  9th & 10th Graders, Sessions in Youth Room 

 

Please see your email to sign up to volunteer for KofC fish fry 
Fridays.  
 

Sunday, Feb 22: 11:00am-12:30pm, 10th grade only session 
  

NO February Wednesday Family Session 
 

S.T.O.R.M. Youth Group —  Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00pm,  
    Youth Area, 9th-12th graders   

 

Gathering:  Feb. 25   
 

         
Old Palms 

       

If you would like us to dispose of your blessed palms from 
last year, please place them in the container at either 
Church. 
 

Pay It Forward! 
 

Have you ever received a random act of kindness? Pay it 
forward by helping provide a meal at Catholic Charities 
Emergency Family Shelter in Des Moines on the second 
Sunday of June or July. One or more families or groups can 
volunteer to prepare and deliver a meal (number for the meal 
varies) to the Shelter. Volunteers can pay for the meal 
themselves, be reimbursed by the parish, or receive a Gift-In-
Kind receipt. To volunteer or to find out more, please contact 
Stacey Rooney, rooneyslg17@gmail.com / 515-490-5034. 
 

  End of Year Statements 
 

To receive your year end statement, please email Candy at  
bookkeeper@saintmaryhc.org or contact the office, 515-367-
2685, with a request to email or print/mail your statement. 
We do not automatically mail out these statements to 
everyone. 
 

And It Snowed…. 
 

Winter is not over yet. We are in need of your 
assistance to keep the sidewalks and steps at St. 
Mary safe and accessible. Sign up to help by using 
this QR code or using this link: https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/409094EA4A722A2FB6-
60961940-sidewalk. Contact Bill Schmitt with questions, 
isucui@isualum.com / 515-291-8005. Thank you! 
 
 

S.T.O.R.M. Report: 7th - 12th Grade 
Jesus is right for what is wrong in your life. 



Prayer Chain      
    

If illness or crisis strikes your family or friends, please don’t 
hesitate to contact us so members of our Parish can offer 
prayers for them. If the request is not for you, please ask 
permission from the one it is, to be on our prayer chain. For 
requests or to participate in our prayer chain, please contact 
the Office at bliske@saintmaryhc.org or 515-367-2685. 
 

Reconciliation Services at Other Parishes     
 
 

Tuesday, Feb. 24 7:00pm, St. Francis of Assisi, WDM 
Wednesday, Feb. 25 6:30pm, St. Augustin, Des Moines. 
Tuesday, March 3 6:00pm, St. Boniface, Waukee 
Wednesday, March 4 6:15pm, St. Joseph, Des Moines 
Wednesday, March 4 6:30pm, Assumption, Granger 
Wednesday, March 4 6:30pm, St. Theresa, Des Moines 
Sunday, March 8 3:00pm, St. John, Adel 
Wednesday, March 11 7:00pm, Sacred Heart, WDM  
Thursday, March 12 6:30pm, OLIH, Ankeny 
Wednesday, March 18 6:00pm, St. Catherine of Siena, DSM 
Sunday, March 22 2:00pm, St. Mary of Nazareth, DSM 
Thursday, March 26 7:00pm, Ss. John and Paul, Altoona 
Sunday, March 29 4:00pm, St. Pius X, Urbandale 
 

Additional Options for Tithing  

 

Auto Debit: Designate a monthly amount to be withdrawn 
from your account on the 15th or 30th. Contact Candy, 
bookkeeper@saintmaryhc.org for questions or to  begin ACH 
or the form is at church or on our website home page.   
 

  Online Giving through the Catholic Foundation of 
SW Iowa with this QR Code or this secure link: 
https://catholicfoundationiowa.org/make-a-donation/

parishes-and-schools-relief/. On the  drop down choose St. 
Mary/Holy Cross Parish-Elkhart to make your Tithe, Building 
Fund and/or Food Pantry donation. The Foundation sends 
gift receipts. 

   Thank you for considering one of these options. 

Readings and Questions for Faith Sharing  
  

First Sunday of Lent, Feb. 21 & 22   

Theme:  TemptaƟon - What would Jesus do? 
 

 Reading I:  Genesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7   • God formed us from the 
clay. 
 

Reading II:  Romans 5:12-19  • A single righteous act has 
saved us! 
 

Gospel:  MaƩhew 4:1-11  • Jesus was led into the desert by 
the Spirit. 
 

QuesƟon for Children:  What do you plan to do during Lent 
as a way of showing you want to grow closer to Jesus? 
 

QuesƟon for Youth:  Jesus was tempted by the devil. How 
are you tempted? What helps you resist these 
temptaƟons? 
 

QuesƟon for Adults:  When you yourself pause to be alone 
with God, what distracts and prevents you from dwelling in 
that? Busyness? The demands of life? TV? The internet? 
 

Ministers for Feb. 28 & March 1 
Saturday, February 28, 5:00pm Mass, St. Mary   
 

Lector Anne Power 
Host Distributor Volunteer Needed 
Cup Bearers Bob Selby, Drew Hanlon 
Ushers Bob & Jack Selby 
Music Lisa Jones, Mary Schmelzer 
 

Sunday, March 1, 8:00am Mass, Holy Cross 
 

Lector Anne Davis  
Cup Bearer Jon Hand 
Altar Servers Claire & Oliver Hand 
Usher Jerry & Patty Hilton 
Music Drew Hanlon, Stacey Rooney 
 

Sunday, March 1, 10:00am Mass, St. Mary 
 

Lector Jill Swanson 
Host Distributor Jill Swanson 
Cup Bearers Tracy Miller, Mike Nehring 
Altar Servers Kate Swanson, Amelia Muehlenthaler 
    Cross Bearer: Gabe Miller  
Ushers Andrew Cory, Greg Richwine 
Music Drew & Lorrie Hanlon 
 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
Money Counters  

 

  February 22: Sue White, Dona Cowman 
  March 1: Dona Cowman, Kathy Daup  
 

                           Approximately 350,000 aluminum cans 
are produced every minute worldwide. 

 

Emmaus House Offerings 
 

A Different Kind of Fast for Lent: Tuesdays through April 7, 
6:00pm. Reading and reflection group with the book A 
Different Kind of Fast by Christine Valters Paintner. Offering 
contemplative reflection and prayer practices. Readers 
journey thru Lent with a different fast each week.  
 

Lent & the Solace of the Desert: Feb. 28, 9:00am-2:30pm 
Our world would like us to believe that to be “without” is to be 
lacking, a sort of deficiency. To go into the desert is to be 
called into greater, deeper communion with God without the 
daily distractions we feel we can’t live without.   
 

Ignatian Imaginative Prayer: March 7, 9:00am-Noon. St. 
Ignatius invited believers to enter into the stories of Jesus 
and his followers with all of their senses and enter into 
conversation with the characters of the scene. Experience 
how this type of prayer can bring the Gospel stories to life.  

Go to https://www.theemmaushouse.org/upcoming-events 
for more in formation. 

 
Help Shape the Future of Iowa Catholic Radio!  
 

Take their quick, confidenƟal listener survey at 
iowacatholicradio.com and be entered for a chance to win 
one of ten $25 Visa giŌ cards. Your feedback helps them 
beƩer serve the Catholic community—thank you for being 
part of their mission!  
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend   
 

This Weekend is like SpringƟme - fresh air, the rebirth of 
romance and new beginnings.  Make your marriage even 
more special than it already is, sign up now at wwme.org or 
call Greg & Denise at 563-920-9419. Upcoming dates are 
April 10-12 in Marshalltown and October 9-11 in Epworth.    
 

Winter Weather Cancellations 
 

  

Whenever North Polk School is cancelled, dismissed early, 
or evening school activities are cancelled due to weather, 
classes, meetings and activities here at the Parish will be 
cancelled as well. In most instances, Masses - both daily and 
weekend - will not be cancelled, so please use your own 
judgment. If the need arises to cancel weekend Masses or 
activities, it will be on Channel 8 TV and online only. (Holy 
Cross may be under “Maxwell” and not “Elkhart”). 


