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Parish General Email       

Fr. Ross Parker, Pastor  

Nicole Cory - Confirmation                 

Andrea Fisher - 7th-12th Ministry       

Melissa Kahler - 7th-12th Ministry 

Barb Liske - Secretary        

Tracy Miller - Preschool - 6th RE 

Aubrey Sigmund - Music  

Candy Zidon - Bookkeeper  

Parish Web Site 

Parish Facebook Site 

Reconciliation:  Saturday 4:00 - 4:30pm,  
   St. Mary or by appointment with Fr. Parker 
 

Baptism:  Please contact the office. 
   

Marriage:  Please contact the office at least six 
   months prior to the proposed wedding date. 
 

Order of Christian Initiation:  Please contact  
   Fr. Parker or Nicole Cory  
 

Priesthood/Religious: www.vocationsonline.org 

 It is customary at our Parish that after the final song, the assembly kneels and silently prays the "Our Father, Hail Mary,  
and Glory Be" for the next person of our Parish who passes away. Parishioners near death have expressed the comfort  

they experience knowing the Parish Community is praying for them. Please join us in this sacred prayer. 
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Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 October 11 & 12, 2025 

Dear Good People, 
 

I hope this letter finds you well.  As we are in the midst of harvest season let us continue to pray for our farmers as the 
soybean harvest is winding down and the corn harvest seems to be heating up for many of our people.  Certainly, this year 
many farmers face a lot of uncertainty with current market challenges.  
 

In that vein of farming and rural life our priest workshop revolved around rural life.  I came away with some good ideas that 
we will discuss with Parish Council, so hopefully there will be some good fruit from that. 
 

I also want to thank the Stewardship Committee for putting on our Puzzle Night.  As I am writing this, I am greatly looking 
forward to that.  As usual let us continue to keep one another in prayer.        ~ A.M.D.G.  Fr. Ross   



Mass and Reconciliation  
 

Tuesday, October 14 
8:00am Mass, St. Mary         † Leo & Rosemary Overmohle  
 

Wednesday, October 15 
5:30pm Mass, Holy Cross     † Patrick Phelan 
 

Thursday, October 16 
8:00am Mass, St. Mary           Healing of JoAnn Meusburger 
 

Friday, October 17    
8:00am Mass, St. Mary         † Fr. John Acrea 
     

Saturday, October 18    — Rosary 20 min. before Mass 
 

4:00 - 4:30pm  Reconciliation, St. Mary  
 

5:00pm Mass, St. Mary    † Terry Stutes  
       

Sunday, October 19      — Rosary 20 min. before Masses 
8:00am Mass at Holy Cross † Will & Mikey Carpenter 
10:00am Mass, St. Mary         People of the Parish 

  Prayer to the Virgin Mary 

 

O Mary,  
Mother of Jesus and Mother of us all,  
we turn to you today  
as the one who said "Yes" to Life.  
"You will conceive and bear a Son,"  
the angel told you.  
Despite the surprise and the uncertainty  
about how this could be, you said yes. 
"Be it done unto me according to your word." 
Mary, we pray today for all mothers  
who are afraid to be mothers.  
We pray for those who feel threatened  
and overwhelmed by their pregnancy.  
Intercede for them,  
that God may give them the grace  
to say yes and the courage to go on.  
May they have the grace to reject  
the false solution of abortion.  
May they experience the help  
of Christian people and know the peace  
that comes from doing God's will.   Amen.         

 

Are You New to Our Parish? 
    

We welcome you to our family of St. Mary-Holy Cross and 
invite you to become a member of our parish!  Please fill out 
a registration card found in the vestibule of St. Mary or Holy 
Cross or on our website, https://www.saintmaryhc.org/
membership.  We are glad you are here!  
 

Pastoral Assistance 
 

In case of an emergency please contact Fr. Ross Parker, 515
-720-3434. To schedule a visit with Father at your home, or if 
a family member is in a care facility, home-bound, or 
hospitalized, and they wish a visit, please contact him at 
rparker@dmdiocese.org.   
 

Pray the Rosary With Us 

 

Please join us to pray the Rosary 20 minutes before 
weekend Masses this month.  
 

 If you’d like to lead the Rosary before 10:00am Mass on 
October 26, please contact the Office. 

  
Don’t Forget! 

 

Bring your team or come join a team for Puzzle Mania after 
5:00pm Mass this weekend. Adult and children’s puzzles 
available. Potluck snacks welcome. 
 
 
 
Our S.T.O.R.M. Youth are hosting TRUNK OR  TREAT on 
Wednesday, October 29, 6:00-7:00pm in the parking lot at St. 
Mary (if rain, in the Social Hall). All Parish families, friends 
and surrounding community members are welcome to 
attend! Wear your non-scary costume and “trunk or treat” at 
the cars. Be sure to vote for your favorite decorated car! 
Games, candy and hot cocoa provided!  We will be collecting 
new socks and underwear for local clothing closets.  
 

Could you help with this growing community outreach by 
donating 1 or 2 large bags of wrapped candy, clean stuffies, 
small books or small toys like from happy meals, to hand out 
to the 200+ trunk or treaters? A container is by the cry room 
for your donations now through October 26. If you are 
interested in helping in any way or hosting a trunk, please 
contact Melissa Kahler, 515-290-2830 or  Andrea Fisher, 515
-240-5059. Thank you! 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Parish Council  
Meeting: October 21, 6:30pm, Social Hall  
 

Finance Council  
Meeting: October 28, 6:30pm, Social Hall 
 

Stewardship  
Meeting: October 13, 6:00pm, Social Hall  
 

OCIA / Grow in Your Catholic Faith  
Oct. 16, 23 & 30, 6:15-7:45pm, Social Hall  
 

Knights of Columbus         
Meeting: October 20, 7:00pm, Social Hall  
 

Funeral Luncheon Food Donations   
Team 1: Huxley and Cambridge  

Father Parker does not have set office hours at the Parish.  
To reach him please email, call or text:  

 

rparker@dmdiocese.org or 515-720-3434. 

Coming Events 
UThis Weekend: Pray the Rosary 20 minutes before Masses 
   —  Puzzle Mania after 5:00pm Mass —  Baby Bottle 
  Campaign for InnerVisions    
UFood Pantry Collection: October 18 & 19 for Impact 
  Community Action Partnership  
UTrunk or Treat: October 29, 6:00-7:00pm, St. Mary  
UBlood Drive: Thursday, Nov. 13, 3:00-7:00pm St. Mary  
 
 

Baby Bottle Campaign for InnerVisions  
 

InnerVisions HealthCare, a local unplanned pregnancy and 
STD medical clinic’s mission is to empower women in 
vulnerable situations to choose parenting or adoption. You 
are invited to take a bottle, fill it with your donation of change, 
cash, or check and return it by the weekend of October 25/26. 
Thank you for your support!  

 
 

 



Councils and Committees 
 

   Parish Council  

 Anne Davis  -  annedavis06@gmail.com   
 Terri Hamm - Theresa.Hamm@mercyoneiowa.org 
 Drew Hanlon - drewsmhcpc@yahoo.com  
 Kim Heger - hegerkim91@gmail.com 
 Doug Jones  -  djones@bossard.com   
   Bill Kyle  -  bill@northiowaair.com  
        Tim Miller  -  millertimothyg@gmail.com  
 Lisa Schoening  -  lisa@lisaschoening.com  
   Finance Council        
 Laurie Phelan, Chair   -  Laurie.c.Phelan@gmail.com    
 Julia Coash  -  jcoash@outlook.com  
 Craig Johnson  -  dad.craig@gmail.com  
 Anne Power  -  powerhouse57049@gmail.com  
 Bill Rooney  -  1rooneybill@gmail.com 
  Tom Rooney  -  roondog007@msn.com  

   Stewardship Committee                    

 Julia Coash  -  jcoash@outlook.com  
 Katie Fredericks  -  katie.fredericks1@hotmail.com  
 Beth Hart  -  mrsmatthart@gmail.com 
 Kris LeRoy  -  klsturtz@gmail.com   
 Jen Linderblood  -  jlinderb@yahoo.com  
 Tammi McClain  -  tammimcclain71@gmail.com 
 Kathy Petersen  -  katherine@huxcomm.net  
 Sue White  -  charylmyron@q.com 
     Building & Ground Committee   
 John  Roberts, Co-Chair  -  jroberts@huxcomm.net   
 Scott Turczynski, Co-Chair  -  ScottT@hrtlnd.us     
 Drew Hanlon  -  drewsmhcpc@yahoo.com  
 Tim Miller  -  millertimothyg@gmail.com  
  Laurie Phelan  -  Laurie.c.Phelan@gmail.com    
 Bill Schmitt  -  isucui@isualum.com 
 Lynn Schreurs  -  lschreurs@msn.com 
   Cemetery Committee  
             Laurie Phelan, Chair  -  Laurie.c.Phelan@gmail.com    
 Pat Bishop  -  pjbishop@midiowa.net 
 Lowell Crouse  -  l3jl@windstream.net  
 John Freeman  -  johnfmingo@hotmail.com 
 Tracy Irwin  -   irwin@partnercom.net  
 Stacey Rooney  - rooneyslg17@gmail.com  
 Tom Rooney  -  roondog007@msn.com  
 Lynn Schreurs  -  lschreurs@msn.com 
 Larry Shaw  -  shawcattle77@gmail.com  
   Parish Trustees   
            Sheri Fogarty -  fogarty929@gmail.com  
             Doug Jones  -  djones@bossard.com  
 

   Parish Historian  
            Larry Sauer -  sauerld@outlook.com   -  515-710-2421 
   Parish Ambassador to Catholic Charities  
 John & Peg Evans  -  evansp3@yahoo.com  
    Knights of Columbus Grand Knight 
            John  Roberts  -  jroberts@huxcomm.net     

Weekly Collection Financial Update 
 

October 5       Budget Week 14   
 

                                                   Received          Budget    
  Tithes/Plate/Youth/Bldg. Fund     $11,690          $5,536         

  Year-to-Date Tithes/Plate/Youth/Bldg. Fund    
                  Received          Budget         Last Year 
                   $82,101          $77,498          $70,934   

Building Fund Collection: $1539.75  
Mass Attendance: October 4/5: 334 

 2025 Annual Diocesan Appeal  
  Goal     Pledged     Payments    Outstanding     Refund 
$47,320       $55,340          $53,160             $2,180              $5,840  

Religious Education: Preschool - 6th Grade 
Coordinator  

Tracy Miller, tmiller@saintmaryhc.org, 515-520-7981 
 

We have an opportunity for Reconciliation at the beginning of 
each session next Wednesday, October 15 for children who 
have received this sacrament.   
 

Wanting to learn more about Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd? There is a level 1 (3-6 year old) formation starting 
at SS. John & Paul in Altoona this February. Contact Tracy 
for more information. 

Upcoming Dates 
 

     Oct. 15-  Regular sessions- Reconciliation available    
     Oct. 22-  Regular sessions 
     Oct. 29-  Morning Session only—no evening sessions— 
                    Trunk or Treat night 6:00-7:00pm, St. Mary 

Coordinators  

Melissa Kahler, mkahler@saintmaryhc.org, 515-290-2830 

 

Andrea Fisher, afisher@saintmaryhc.org, 515-240-5059 
Nicole Cory, ncory@saintmaryhc.org, 515-313-3014  

 

EDGE  —  Wednesdays, 6:00-7:30pm, Social Hall, 7th & 8th  

 
 

We are asking every EDGE student to bring 1-2 large bags  
of wrapped candy for our Trunk or Treat night.  
We are  collecting candy now until October 26.  

Please bring them to our sessions on October 8 or 15!   
 

Session:  October 15  
Oct 22:  No EDGE Session 
Oct 29: TRUNK OR TREAT 6:00-7:00pm — Kids will be 
   needed 5:30-7:30pm for set up & clean up 
 

Confirmation (9th & 10th Graders)  

 
 

 Sun., Oct. 12: 11:00am-12:30pm, 9th grade only session, 
   Youth Room   
Sun., Oct. 26: 11:00am-12:30pm, 10th grade only session, 
   Youth Room  
Saturday, Nov. 1:  8:00am-12 Noon, Fall Community Work 
    Day.  Please watch your email for signups. 
 

S.T.O.R.M. Youth Group —  Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00pm,  
    Youth Area, 9th-12th   

 

Gatherings: October 15  
Oct 22:  No YOUTH GROUP 
Oct 29: TRUNK OR TREAT 6:00-7:00pm  —  Teens will be 
   needed 5:30-7:30pm for set up & clean up 
 
           
 

Food Pantry Collection 
 

Please bring non-perishable food items to Mass next  
weekend; we will also take up a monetary collection.  Thank 
you for your continued generosity in sharing with those in 
need. Your donation this month will assist Impact Community 
Action Partnership in Ankeny.   

 

Work of Our Hands 
    

Members of the Parish who are service providers, hobbyists, 
or willing to provide their services or goods for a fee or barter 
are welcomed to join Work Of Our Hands (WOOH). 
Participants offer their goods and services at a WOOH 
Festival in the Social Hall. If interested in a discussion about 
the possibilities for WOOH, please contact Monica 
Kennebeck-Doyle, kennebeckm@gmail.com / 515-238-4180, 
or Trish Morris, girardifan@hotmail.com / 515-278-4936.   
 

S.T.O.R.M. Report: 7th - 12th Grade 



 Laudato Si      

 

When visiting your favorite coffee shop, bring along your own 
travel mug to cut down on paper waste.  Use a reusable 
spoon to stir your coffee and not the stirrers the shop 
provides — each year an estimated 138 billion straws and 
stirrers are thrown away in the U.S.     See more at: 
https://www.saintmaryhc.org/on-care-for-our-common-home 

 

OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults)   
 

Do  you, or someone you know, want to learn more about the 
Catholic way of life, or was baptized Catholic but didn’t 
celebrate the Sacraments of Eucharist and/or Confirmation?  
Please contact Nicole Cory, ncory@saintmaryhc.org / 515-
313-3014. Participation in the inquiry sessions does not 
commit you to joining the Church; only that you be open to 
learning more about God, the Catholic tradition and yourself. 

 

Grow in Your Catholic Faith through OCIA 
 

All adults in our parish are invited to join us Thursday 
evenings at 6:15 in the Social Hall at St. Mary for OCIA. 
While OCIA is the pathway for those who are interested in 
becoming Catholic, it is also a wonderful opportunity for 
lifelong Catholics to deepen their understanding of the faith.  
 

Whether you are curious, returning to the Church, or simply 
looking to grow in your relationship with Christ, these 
sessions provide prayer, discussion, and learning in a 
supportive community. Come and journey with us as we 
explore the richness of our Catholic tradition together.  
 

Blood Drive 
 

Donate at our Drive and save lives on Thursday, November 
13, 3:00-7:00pm in the Social Hall. Appointments are 
encouraged, but walk-ins are welcome! Sign up online at  
https://donor.lifeservebloodcenter.org/donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/188697.   Volunteers and treats are needed 
that day. Contact Larry Sauer at sauerld@outlook.com  or 
515-710-2421 to help out.  

Readings and Questions for Faith Sharing   
 

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, October 12  
 

Theme:  We live in praise and thanksgiving. 
 

 Reading I:  2 Kings 5:14-17   • Thank God always. 
 

Reading II:  2 Timothy 2:8-13  • There is no chaining the 
Word of God! 
 

Gospel:  Luke 17:11-19   • Be grateful. 
 

QuesƟon for Children:  Make a prayer of thanks to God  for 
everything you have, even if it’s not all you want. 
 

QuesƟon for Youth:  Only one of the lepers returned to give 
thanks. This past week, when have you stopped to thank 
someone for something good they have done for you? 
When have you thanked God this week?  
 

QuesƟon for Adults:  What are some ways you can think of 
to show graƟtude to God? Make them concrete and real.  
 

 Aluminum can be recycled using only 
5% of the energy used to make the product from new 
materials.    

 

Prayer Chain      
    

If illness or crisis strikes your family or friends, please don’t 
hesitate to contact us so members of our Parish can offer 
prayers for them. If the request is not for you, please ask 
permission from the one it is, to be on our prayer chain. For 
requests or to participate in our prayer chain, please contact 
the Office at bliske@saintmaryhc.org or 515-367-2685.  
 

Community Work Day  
 

On Saturday, November 1 the Confirmation students will 
team up with the Knights of Columbus for our 7th 
annual Fall Community Service Day. The rain makeup date 
will be November 8. If you or someone you know is looking 
for some help with yard work or anything around the house, 
please fill out the form in the vestibule. Boxes are set up at 
both churches to collect the forms. You are also welcome to 
contact Nicole Cory at 515-313-3014. 
 

Note From the Cemetery Committee  
 

In preparation for winter, please plan to remove all gravesite 
decorations at Holy Cross Cemetery by October 30.  Any 
remaining decorations after this date will be collected and 
disposed of by the cemetery committee.  Thank you.  
 

Blessings Offered 
 

If you would like a blessing for your fields, flocks, pets, house 
or another blessing, Fr. Parker is more than happy to come 
to your home for any of these. Please email him for more 
information at rparker@dmdiocese.org.  
 

World & Home Missions Collection 
 

World & Home Mission Sunday is next week. Your support 
enables the outreach carried out by dedicated missionaries 
among the poor and marginalized here and abroad, as they 
reach out to those most vulnerable in our society, sharing 
God’s love by offering practical, emotional and spiritual care.   
 

Donation envelopes are available at both Churches, Please 
return your envelope by November 2. You may also donate 
online at https://www.dmdiocese.org/giving/diocesan-special-
collections/world-mission-sunday.  
 

Thank you for your generosity in helping those most in need 
locally, nationally and world-wide. 

Saturday, October 18, 5:00pm Mass, St. Mary   
 

Lector Lisa Jones  
Host Distributor Lisa Jones 
Cup Bearers Tony Kuehn, Lisa Merten 
Ushers Larry D., Lisa M., Doug J., Mike P. 
Music Volunteers needed 
 

Sunday, October 19, 8:00am Mass, Holy Cross 
Lector Jackie Crouse 
Cup Bearer Laurie Phelan  
Altar Servers Titus & Zeke Weber 
Ushers Mike Veasman 
Music Drew Hanlon, Stacey Rooney   
 

Sunday, October 19, 10:00am Mass, St. Mary 
 

Lector Greg Feldmann 
Host Distributor Jacki Ausman 
Cup Bearers Tom Ausman, Greg Feldmann 
Altar Servers Aubrey & Hailey Conover  
    Cross Bearer: Jackson Cory  
Ushers Tom & Jacki Ausman 
Music Garrett McClain, Mary Ortmann  
 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
 

Money Counters     

     

  October 12: Sharon Morris, Kathy Daup 
  October 19: Dona Cowman, Brenda Nehring  

Ministers for October 18 & 19   


