
St. Mary - Holy Cross Parish 
St. Mary: 460 NW Washington Avenue, Elkhart Iowa 50073 

 

Holy Cross: 12704 NE 98th Street, Maxwell Iowa 50161 

Parish Phone  

Parish General Email       

Fr. Ross Parker, Pastor  

Nicole Cory - Confirmation                 

Andrea Fisher - 7th-12th Ministry       

Melissa Kahler - 7th-12th Ministry 

Barb Liske - Secretary        

Tracy Miller - Preschool - 6th RE 

Aubrey Sigmund - Music  

Candy Zidon - Bookkeeper  

Parish Web Site 

Parish Facebook Site 

Reconciliation:  Saturday 4:00 - 4:30pm,  
   St. Mary or by appointment with Fr. Parker 
 

Baptism:  Please contact the office. 
   

Marriage:  Please contact the office at least six 
   months prior to the proposed wedding date. 
 

Order of Christian Initiation:  Please contact  
   Fr. Parker or Nicole Cory  
 

Priesthood/Religious: www.vocationsonline.org 

 It is customary at our Parish that after the final song, the assembly kneels and silently prays the "Our Father, Hail Mary,  
and Glory Be" for the next person of our Parish who passes away. Parishioners near death have expressed the comfort  

they experience knowing the Parish Community is praying for them. Please join us in this sacred prayer. 
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St. Mary's Holy Cross Parish-Elkhart 

Dear Good People, 
 

   I just want to say that my heart is absolutely full right now.  Our 150th Anniversary celebration was absolutely spectacular 
at Holy Cross.  It was because of all the hard work that you all did.  I am so incredibly grateful for everyone who 
contributed.  Those who were seen and those who were unseen who did so much.  Thank you so very much to all!  One thing 
that kind of stuck out to me is that we are all one parish, whether you mostly go to St. Mary or Holy Cross, it seemed like 
everyone supported one another and we were there for each other.  I thought that was beautiful to see.  I was joking with 
the altar servers the other day about our 200th anniversary.  I said they would probably make it, but I would be in my 
90's.  Possible, but I am aiming for our 150th at St. Mary's as I would be 82.  Certainly, all in God's hands!!!  Thank you again 
to all and may God continue to bless our parish as we all move ever closer to our heavenly reward.     ~ A.M.D.G.  Fr. Ross   

Tuesday          
 

Wednesday      

Thursday         
 

Friday              
 

Saturday          
 

Sunday                       

                        

St. Mary   
 

Holy Cross 
 

St. Mary  
 

St. Mary  
 

St. Mary 
 

Holy Cross 
St. Mary  

 8:00am     
 

 5:30pm       

 8:00am     
 

 8:00am     
 

 5:00pm      
 

 8:00am     
  10:00am  

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 September 20 & 21, 2025 

 

  

  



Mass and Reconciliation  
 

Tuesday, September 23 
8:00am Mass, St. Mary           Healing for JoAnn Meusburger 
 

Wednesday, September 24  
5:30pm Mass, Holy Cross      † Karen Bellis 
 

Thursday, September 25 
 

8:00am Mass, St. Mary            Special IntenƟon 
 

Friday, September 26 
8:00am Mass, St. Mary          † Leo & Rosemary Overmohle  
 

Saturday, September 27 
 

4:00 - 4:30pm  Reconciliation, St. Mary  
 

5:00pm Mass, St. Mary       JoAnn Meusburger   
       

Sunday, September 28    
8:00am Mass at Holy Cross  † Lyle Carpenter 
10:00am Mass, St. Mary         People of the Parish 

 

Are You New to Our Parish? 
    

We welcome you to our family of St. Mary-Holy Cross and 
invite you to become a member of our parish!  Please fill out 
a registration card found in the vestibule of St. Mary or Holy 
Cross or on our website, https://www.saintmaryhc.org/
membership.  We are glad you are here!  
 

Pastoral Assistance 
 

In case of an emergency please contact Fr. Ross Parker, 515
-720-3434. To schedule a visit with Father at your home, or if 
a family member is in a care facility, home-bound, or 
hospitalized, and they wish a visit, please contact him at 
rparker@dmdiocese.org.   
 

Parish Directories! 
 

If you had your picture taken or submitted a photo for our 
new directory, please pickup your directory from the table at 
St. Mary or in the entryway at Holy Cross. Thank you to Lisa 
Schoening and Kim Heger for spearheading this project! 
 

Diocesan Special Collection for Gaza 
 

Archbishop Timothy Broglio, President of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, has appealed to all of our 
nation’s dioceses, urging support for the people of Gaza. 
Funds gathered by our Diocese will be sent directly to 
support the work of the Catholic Near East Welfare 
Association, https://cnewa.org/, as they continue to provide 
vital humanitarian relief to the sick, malnourished, and 
wounded. May our generosity bring some comfort and relief 
to our brothers and sisters suffering in Gaza.  

There is a poster on the bulletin board with a QR code  
to donate, or donate online at https://www.dmdiocese.org/
giving/diocesan-special-collections/special-collection-for-

gaza, or by check made out and mailed to the  
Diocese of Des Moines. 

 

OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults)   
 

Do  you, or someone you know, want to learn more about the 
Catholic way of life, or was baptized Catholic but didn’t 
celebrate the Sacraments of Eucharist and/or Confirmation?  
Please contact Nicole Cory, ncory@saintmaryhc.org/ 515-
313-3014. Participation in the inquiry sessions does not 
commit you to joining the Church; only that you be open to 
learning more about God, the Catholic tradition and yourself.  

 

 Prayer to Our Lady of Sorrows 
 

We thank you, Beloved Mother,  
for your courage  
as you stood beneath your dying Child  
to comfort Him on the Cross.  
As our Savior drew His last breath,  
you became a wonderful Mother to all of us; 
you became the Blessed Mother of the world.  
We implore you to be our advocate  
before the Throne of Mercy and Grace  
so that we can truly become your children.  
We thank you for Jesus,  
our Savior and Redeemer,  
and we thank Jesus for giving you to us.  
Please pray for us, Mother.    Amen. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Parish Council  
Meeting: October 21, 6:30pm, Social Hall  
 

Finance Council  
Meeting: September 23, 6:30pm, Social Hall 
 

Stewardship  
Meeting: October 6, 6:00pm, Social Hall  
 

OCIA - Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Sessions: Sept. 25, Oct. 2, 6:15pm, Social 
Hall  
 

Knights of Columbus         
Meeting: October 20, 7:00pm, Social Hall  
 

Funeral Luncheon Food Donations   
Team 1: Huxley and Cambridge  

Father Parker does not have set office hours at the Parish.  
To reach him please email, call or text:  

 

rparker@dmdiocese.org or 515-720-3434. 
 

He will be attending the Priests Workshop next week.   
He leaves Sunday, Sept. 28 after Masses  

and returns late Thursday afternoon, October 2. 

Coming Events 
 

UThis Weekend: Collection for Maxwell Food Pantry  
 

USpecial Diocesan collection for the people of Gaza:  
   now through October 12 (see details in this bulletin) 
 

    
An Opportunity To Meet Other Parishioners!  

 

Hosting wine & cheese or coffee & donuts is a great way to 
meet and get to know other parishioners! Hosting dates are 
available for the first weekend of October through 
December  at St. Mary and November and December at 
Holy Cross. If you have not hosted before, we can pair you 
up with someone who has. Please contact the Parish Office 
with questions or if willing to help one of these months or 
another month! Thank you for considering this request!   
 

Church Sign    
    

Of all the things you wear,  
your smile is most important. 

 
 
 



Councils and Committees 
 

   Parish Council  

 Anne Davis  -  annedavis06@gmail.com   
 Terri Hamm - Theresa.Hamm@mercyoneiowa.org 
 Drew Hanlon - drewsmhcpc@yahoo.com  
 Kim Heger - hegerkim91@gmail.com 
 Doug Jones  -  djones@bossard.com   
   Bill Kyle  -  bill@northiowaair.com  
        Tim Miller  -  millertimothyg@gmail.com  
 Lisa Schoening  -  lisa@lisaschoening.com  
   Finance Council        
 Laurie Phelan, Chair   -  Laurie.c.Phelan@gmail.com    
 Julia Coash  -  jcoash@outlook.com  
 Craig Johnson  -  dad.craig@gmail.com  
 Anne Power  -  powerhouse57049@gmail.com  
 Bill Rooney  -  1rooneybill@gmail.com 
  Tom Rooney  -  roondog007@msn.com  

   Stewardship Committee                    

 Julia Coash  -  jcoash@outlook.com  
 Katie Fredericks  -  katie.fredericks1@hotmail.com  
 Beth Hart  -  mrsmatthart@gmail.com 
 Kris LeRoy  -  klsturtz@gmail.com   
 Jen Linderblood  -  jlinderb@yahoo.com  
 Tammi McClain  -  tammimcclain71@gmail.com 
 Kathy Petersen  -  katherine@huxcomm.net  
 Sue White  -  charylmyron@q.com 
     Building & Ground Committee   
 John  Roberts, Co-Chair  -  jroberts@huxcomm.net   
 Scott Turczynski, Co-Chair  -  ScottT@hrtlnd.us     
 Drew Hanlon  -  drewsmhcpc@yahoo.com  
 Tim Miller  -  millertimothyg@gmail.com  
  Laurie Phelan  -  Laurie.c.Phelan@gmail.com    
 Bill Schmitt  -  isucui@isualum.com 
 Lynn Schreurs  -  lschreurs@msn.com 
   Cemetery Committee  
             Laurie Phelan, Chair  -  Laurie.c.Phelan@gmail.com    
 Pat Bishop  -  pjbishop@midiowa.net 
 Lowell Crouse  -  l3jl@windstream.net  
 John Freeman  -  johnfmingo@hotmail.com 
 Tracy Irwin  -   irwin@partnercom.net  
 Stacey Rooney  - rooneyslg17@gmail.com  
 Tom Rooney  -  roondog007@msn.com  
 Lynn Schreurs  -  lschreurs@msn.com 
 Larry Shaw  -  shawcattle77@gmail.com  
   Parish Trustees   
            Sheri Fogarty -  fogarty929@gmail.com  
             Doug Jones  -  djones@bossard.com  
 

   Parish Historian  
            Larry Sauer -  sauerld@outlook.com   -  515-710-2421 
   Parish Ambassador to Catholic Charities  
 John & Peg Evans  -  evansp3@yahoo.com  
    Knights of Columbus Grand Knight 
            John  Roberts  -  jroberts@huxcomm.net     

Weekly Collection Financial Update 
 

September 14      Budget Week 11   
 

                                                   Received          Budget    
  Tithes/Plate/Youth/Bldg. Fund      $9,578           $5,536   

     Year-to-Date Tithes/Plate/Youth/Bldg. Fund    
                  Received          Budget         Last Year 
                   $64,605          $60,891          $58,901 

 

Mass Attendance: St. Mary Sept, 13/14: 219 
Holy Cross Noon Mass Sept. 14: 223   

 2025 Annual Diocesan Appeal  
    Goal     Pledged     Payments    Outstanding     Refund 
$47,320       $56,155          $52,935             $2,220              $5,515  

Religious Education: Preschool - 6th Grade 
Coordinator  

Tracy Miller, tmiller@saintmaryhc.org, 515-520-7981 
 

This week we start our regular session times. Thank you 
parents for being flexible those first 2 weeks helping us ease 
back into our routine.   
 

Are your children wanting to be more involved in Mass?  We 
are always looking for more Altar servers.  Please let me 
know and we can get them trained and on the schedule.   
 

Upcoming Dates 
 

  Sept. 24-  Regular sessions  
  Oct. 1-  Regular sessions  
  Oct. 8-  No Sessions  

Coordinators  

Melissa Kahler, mkahler@saintmaryhc.org, 515-290-2830 

 

Andrea Fisher, afisher@saintmaryhc.org, 515-240-5059 
Nicole Cory, ncory@saintmaryhc.org, 515-313-3014  

 

EDGE  —  Wednesdays, 6:00-7:30pm, Social Hall, 7th & 8th  

 
 

Sept 24:  Session  
Oct. Sessions:  1, 8 & 15  
Oct 22:  NO EDGE Session 
Oct 29: TRUNK OR TREAT 6:00-7:00pm — Kids will be 
   needed 5:30-7:30pm for set up & clean up 
 

Confirmation (9th & 10th Graders)  

 
 

Sun., Sept. 28: 11:00am-12:30pm, 10th grade only session,  
   Youth Room downstairs  
Sun., Oct. 12: 11:00am-12:30pm, 9th grade only session, 
   Youth Room downstairs  
 

S.T.O.R.M. Youth Group —  Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00pm,  
    Youth Area, 9th-12th   

 

Sept 24:  Gathering 
Oct. Gatherings: 1, 8 & 15  
Oct 22:  NO YOUTH GROUP 
Oct 29: TRUNK OR TREAT 6:00-7:00pm  —  Teens will be 
   needed 5:30-7:30pm for set up & clean up 
 
           

    October is the Month of the Rosary 

 

Please join us to pray the Rosary 20 minutes before 
weekend Masses in October.  
 

 If you’d like to lead the Rosary before 5:00pm or 10:00am 
Mass, please contact the Office at bliske@saintmaryhc.org, 

or 515-367-2685. 
 

Additional Options for Tithing  

 

Auto Debit: You designate a monthly dollar amount to be 
withdrawn from your account on the 15th or 30th. Please 
contact Candy at bookkeeper@saintmaryhc.org  if you have 
questions or would like to begin ACH or find the form on the 
table at church or on the home page of our website.     
 
 

 

Online Giving through the Catholic Foundation of 
SW Iowa with this QR Code or this secure link: 
https://catholicfoundationiowa.org/make-a-
donation/parishes-and-schools-relief/. On the  
drop down choose St. Mary/Holy Cross Parish-

Elkhart to make your Tithe, Building Fund and/or Food Pantry 
donation. The Foundation sends gift receipts.  
 

Thank you for considering one of these for your tithing. 

S.T.O.R.M. Report: 7th - 12th Grade 



 Laudato Si     

 

Recycle as much as possible. EPA figures show recycling 
aluminum cans saves 95 percent of the energy used to make 
new ones from raw materials. The energy saving is as much 
as 70 percent when recycling steel and tin cans, 60 percent 
for paper and about 33 percent for glass and plastic. 

See more at: 
https://www.saintmaryhc.org/on-care-for-our-common-home 
 

 Iowa Catholic Radio  
 

Be sure to listen to Iowa Catholic Radio September 30 
through October 3 for special programming highlighting local 
stories of hope.  Please prayerfully consider a financial gift to 
our Fall Fundraiser, so together we can keep hope alive on 
every frequency! Visit IowaCatholicRadio.com today!  
 

Life Chain 2025!  
 

Join pro-lifers from Central Iowa for the thirty-sixth annual 
Life Chain on Sunday, October 5, 2:00-3:30pm. We will 
stand for all the lives that God has created and spend the 
time in prayer and praise.  Parking and signs will be available 
at Des Moines Fellowship Church, 950 - 35th St., Des 
Moines 50312. We will stand on the south side of University 
Ave. and 35th Street and on the west side of 31st St. and 
Kingman Blvd.  Life Chain will take place rain or shine. Stand 
with us as we give glory to our Creator and thank Him for life! 
 

How to Make Health Care Decisions  
 

Do you need help making health care decisions that are in 
alignment with Catholic moral teaching? The Iowa Catholic 
Conference can help. They released a new webinar for its 
project called Supportive Care Iowa. You can find it at the 
Iowa Catholic Conference YouTube channel. To be 
connected with a trained person who can assist in 
completing advance care directive documents, email Tom 
Chapman at tom@iowacatholicconference.org 

Readings and Questions for Faith Sharing  
 

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, September 21  
 

Theme:  How do we use what God has given us? 
 

 Reading I:  Amos 8:4-7  • Don't trample on the needy! 
 

Reading II:  1 Timothy 2:1-8  • Pray for all, especially those 
in authority. 
 

Gospel:  Luke 16:1-13  • No one can serve two masters. 
 

QuesƟon for Children:  Clothes, food, toys all cost money. 
How do you keep your faith more important than money? 
 

QuesƟon for Youth:  The Gospel tells us that money can get 
in the way of serving God. How can you use all that you 
have (possessions, money, Ɵme, talent) to serve God? 
 

QuesƟon for Adults:  Money is an important part of modern 
life. Suggest one or two ways you can keep the need for 
money in balance with your faith. 

Prayer Chain      
    

If illness or crisis strikes your family or friends, please don’t 
hesitate to contact us so members of our Parish can offer 
prayers for them. If the request is not for you, please ask 
permission from the one it is, to be on our prayer chain. For 
requests or to participate in our prayer chain, please contact 
the Office at bliske@saintmaryhc.org or 515-367-2685.  
 

Blessings Offered 
 

If you would like a blessing for your fields, flocks, pets, house 
or another blessing, Fr. Parker is more than happy to come 
to your home for any of these. Please email him for more 
information at rparker@dmdiocese.org.  
 

Marriage Encounter Weekend 
 

Marriage is a journey! A Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Experience can help you enrich your marriage and add some 
pizzazz to your journey. Whether you've been married 1 year 
or 50, a Marriage Encounter Experience may be just the 
thing you need to put a breath of fresh air into your 
relationship. An Encounter Weekend will be offered at OLIH 
in Ankeny November 7-9. For more information or to register 
contact Denise and Greg Rubner at 563-920-9419.  
 

Saint Vincent De Paul 
    

St. Vincent de Paul (1581-1660) was a 
French priest who rose from a poor 
peasant background to become a 
tireless advocate for the poor, sick, and 
enslaved, transforming his early 
ambition into a life of profound 
charity. He founded the  Congregation 
of the Mission (Vincentians) to serve 
rural areas and reform the clergy and, 
with St. Louise de Marillac, established 
the Daughters of Charity  to provide 
care for the poor and sick. A skilled organizer and spiritual 
leader, Vincent de Paul used his talents to establish 
hospitals, seminaries, and numerous charitable 
organizations, laying the groundwork for modern Christian 
social action. He was canonized in 1737 and is celebrated as 
the universal Patron of Charity. His life and work continue to 
inspire the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul, an international 
charitable organization. We celebrate his feast day on  
September 27. 

 The average person has the opportunity 
to recycle more than 25,000 cans in their life. 

 

Saturday, September 27, 5:00pm Mass, St. Mary   
 

Lector Olivia Jones 
Host Distributor Mike Devereux 
Cup Bearers Drew Hanlon, Lisa Merten 
Ushers Larry Dietrich, Drew Hanlon 
 Lisa Jones, Mary Schmelzer 
 

Sunday, September 28, 8:00am Mass, Holy Cross 
Lector Lowell Crouse 
Cup Bearer Tony Kuehn 
Altar Servers Titus & Zeke Weber 
Ushers Jerry & Deb Zenkner 
Music Drew & Lorrie Hanlon 
 

Sunday, September 28, 10:00am Mass, St. Mary 
 

Lector Kris LeRoy 
Host Distributor Mike Nehring  
Cup Bearers Tom & Jacki Ausman  
Altar Servers Jackson Coty, Gabe Miller 
    Cross Bearer: Rex Roberts  
Ushers Tom & Jacki Ausman 
Music Garrett McClain, Mary Ortmann 
 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
 

Money Counters  

     

    Sept. 21: Kathy Daup, Trish Morris  
                Sept. 28: Sharon Morris, Sue White  
 

Ministers for September 27/28   


