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   contact Fr. Parker or Nicole Cory  
 

Priesthood/Religious: www.vocationsonline.org 

 It is customary at our Parish that after the final song, the assembly kneels and silently prays the "Our Father, Hail Mary,  
and Glory Be" for the next person of our Parish who passes away. Parishioners near death have expressed the comfort  

they experience knowing the Parish Community is praying for them. Please join us in this sacred prayer. 
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Dear Good People, 
  I hope this letter finds you well.  It is really cool that we get to celebrate All Souls day for our weekend masses.  This does 
not happen very often.  November is the Month of All Souls. We pray for the souls of all the faithful departed in purgatory. It 
makes sense for us to reflect on the doctrine of purgatory and its roots — and of our need to pray for the departed. 
   What Is Purgatory?  The Catechism of the Catholic Church says the following on purgation and purgatory: “All who die in 
God’s grace and friendship but still imperfectly purified are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they 
undergo purification so as to attain the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven. The Church gives the name ‘Purgatory’ 
to this final purification of the elect, which is entirely different from the punishment of the damned” (1030-1031).   
   Thus, presuming that we die in a state of grace and friendship with God, Christ will surely complete his work in us (for he 
is faithful to his promises) by purging us of whatever imperfections, venial sins or sorrowful effects of sins that still remain. 
Further, all punishments due to sin are completed. 
   Praying for the Dead. It is therefore a proper and holy disposition to pray for those who have died and may well be 
undergoing purification. Many of the saints speak of our prayers for the dead as being something they really need and can 
benefit from. Tradition says, though the dead in purgatory can pray for us, they cannot pray for themselves, and they very 
much need our prayers. (excerpts taken from EWTN).        ~ A.M.D.G.  Fr. Ross   

Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed 
 

 November 1 & 2, 2025 



Mass and Reconciliation  
 

Tuesday, November 4 
8:00am Mass, St. Mary         † Francis Hanlon 
      

Wednesday, November 5 
5:30pm Mass, Holy Cross     † Ashley Carpenter and 
        Mary Beth Bump 
Thursday, November 6 
8:00am Mass, St. Mary        † Delores Markfort Goche 
 

First Friday, November 7    
8:00am Mass, St. Mary           Healing of JoAnn Meusburger 
     

Saturday, November 8  

 

4:00 - 4:30pm  Reconciliation, St. Mary  
 

 

5:00pm Mass, St. Mary    † Kenny Stevens, Mark Schmidt 
    and Mary Harrington       

Sunday, November 9  
8:00am Mass at Holy Cross † Bill Jorgensen 
10:00am Mass, St. Mary        People of the Parish 

 Prayer For The Holy Souls  

 

Merciful Father,  
hear our prayer and console us.   
As we renew our faith in Your Son,  
whom You raised from the dead,  
strengthen our hope  
that all our departed brothers and sisters  
will share in His Resurrection,  
who lives and reigns with You  
and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
for ever and ever.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon them.   
May they rest in peace.  Amen.  

 

Parish Council  
Meeting: November 18, 6:30pm, Social Hall  
 

Finance Council  
Meeting: November 25, 6:30pm, Social Hall 
 

Stewardship  
Meeting: November 10, 6:00pm, Social Hall  
 

OCIA / Grow in Your Catholic Faith  
Thursdays, 6:15pm, Nov. 6, Social Hall, 
Nov. 13, Youth Room  —  No sessions Nov. 
20 & 27 
 

Knights of Columbus         
Meeting: November 17, 7:00pm, Social Hall  
 

Funeral Luncheon Food Donations   
Team 1: Huxley and Cambridge  

 

Welcome To Our New Member! 
   

Caroline King who lives in Ankeny  
    

Are You New to Our Parish? 
    

We welcome you to our family of St. Mary-Holy Cross and 
invite you to become a member of our parish!  Please fill out 
a registration card found in the vestibule of St. Mary or Holy 
Cross or on our website, https://www.saintmaryhc.org/
membership.  We are glad you are here!  
 

Pastoral Assistance 
 

In case of an emergency please contact Fr. Ross Parker, 515
-720-3434. To schedule a visit with Father at your home, or if 
a family member is in a care facility, home-bound, or 
hospitalized, and they wish a visit, please contact him at 
rparker@dmdiocese.org.   
 

Book of Remembrance 
 

This Book is in the Sanctuary; you are invited to write in the 
names of your deceased loved ones to be remembered at 
our Masses this month. 
   

 Blessing For Our Veterans 
       

We will have a blessing for all Veterans at our Masses next 
weekend to honor them for their service and sacrifice for us 
and our country‘s protection and safety. We thank you!!  

 

  Help With Veteran’s Day Avenue of Flags   
 

Could you assist with raising the flags at Holy Cross 
Saturday, Nov. 8 at Noon and/or retiring them Tuesday, Nov.  
11 at 4:00pm? Weather permitting. Contact Lynn Schreurs at 
515-577-8147 or lschreurs@msn.com to volunteer.  
 

Change of Date for Community Work Day  
 

We have postponed this to November 8. If you, or someone 
you know, need help with yard work or anything around the 
house, our Confirmation Students and the K of C are here to 
help!  Just fill out a form on the table at St. Mary’s or in the 
entryway at Holy Cross and drop it in the box provided, or 
you may contact Nicole Cory at 515-313-3014. 
 

Father Parker does not have set office hours at the Parish.  
To reach him please email, call or text:  

 

rparker@dmdiocese.org or 515-720-3434. 

Coming Events 
UThis Weekend: Building Fund Collection — Wine & cheese 
  after 5pm Mass — Coffee & donuts after 8am & 10am Mass      
USaturday, Nov. 8: Community Service Day, 8:00am - Noon 
   —  Social Hall in use 10:00am–2:00pm 
UBlessing of Veterans at Masses:  Weekend of Nov. 8 & 9  
UBlood Drive: Thursday, Nov. 13, 3:00-7:00pm, Social Hall  
UCamino de Santiago Presentation:  Saturday, Nov. 22  
   after 5:00pm Mass, Social Hall 
 
 

Blood Drive 
 

What are you thankful for? Health is always near the top of 
the list.  Every 3 seconds someone needs blood.  It could be  
for a scheduled or emergency surgery (1-50 units), an auto 
accident (up to 50 units), or an organ transplant (up to 100 
units). There is no substitution for blood!  Give the Gift of Life  
on Thursday, November 13, 3:00-7:;0pm in the Social Hall.  
Appointments encouraged; walk-ins are welcome! Sign up at 
https://donor.lifeservebloodcenter.org/donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/188697. Volunteers and treats are needed,  
contact Larry Sauer, sauerld@outlook.com/515-710-2421.  
 

The Parish Office is closed November 6—12. 



Councils and Committees 
 

   Parish Council  

 Anne Davis  -  annedavis06@gmail.com   
 Terri Hamm - Theresa.Hamm@mercyoneiowa.org 
 Drew Hanlon - drewsmhcpc@yahoo.com  
 Kim Heger - hegerkim91@gmail.com 
 Doug Jones  -  djones@bossard.com   
   Bill Kyle  -  bill@northiowaair.com  
        Tim Miller  -  millertimothyg@gmail.com  
 Lisa Schoening  -  lisa@lisaschoening.com  
   Finance Council        
 Laurie Phelan, Chair   -  Laurie.c.Phelan@gmail.com    
 Julia Coash  -  jcoash@outlook.com  
 Craig Johnson  -  dad.craig@gmail.com  
 Anne Power  -  powerhouse57049@gmail.com  
 Bill Rooney  -  1rooneybill@gmail.com 
  Tom Rooney  -  roondog007@msn.com  

   Stewardship Committee                    

 Julia Coash  -  jcoash@outlook.com  
 Katie Fredericks  -  katie.fredericks1@hotmail.com  
 Beth Hart  -  mrsmatthart@gmail.com 
 Kris LeRoy  -  klsturtz@gmail.com   
 Jen Linderblood  -  jlinderb@yahoo.com  
 Tammi McClain  -  tammimcclain71@gmail.com 
 Kathy Petersen  -  katherine@huxcomm.net  
 Sue White  -  charylmyron@q.com 
     Building & Ground Committee   
 John  Roberts, Co-Chair  -  jroberts@huxcomm.net   
 Scott Turczynski, Co-Chair  -  ScottT@hrtlnd.us     
 Drew Hanlon  -  drewsmhcpc@yahoo.com  
 Tim Miller  -  millertimothyg@gmail.com  
  Laurie Phelan  -  Laurie.c.Phelan@gmail.com    
 Bill Schmitt  -  isucui@isualum.com 
 Lynn Schreurs  -  lschreurs@msn.com 
   Cemetery Committee  
             Laurie Phelan, Chair  -  Laurie.c.Phelan@gmail.com    
 Pat Bishop  -  pjbishop@midiowa.net 
 Lowell Crouse  -  l3jl@windstream.net  
 John Freeman  -  johnfmingo@hotmail.com 
 Tracy Irwin  -   irwin@partnercom.net  
 Stacey Rooney  - rooneyslg17@gmail.com  
 Tom Rooney  -  roondog007@msn.com  
 Lynn Schreurs  -  lschreurs@msn.com 
 Larry Shaw  -  shawcattle77@gmail.com  
   Parish Trustees   
            Sheri Fogarty -  fogarty929@gmail.com  
             Doug Jones  -  djones@bossard.com  
 

   Parish Historian  
            Larry Sauer -  sauerld@outlook.com   -  515-710-2421 
   Parish Ambassador to Catholic Charities  
 John & Peg Evans  -  evansp3@yahoo.com  
    Knights of Columbus Grand Knight 
            John  Roberts  -  jroberts@huxcomm.net     

Weekly Collection Financial Update 
 

October 26       Budget Week 17                                                                                       
                                               Received          Budget    

  Tithes/Plate/Youth/Bldg. Fund     $3,822          $5,536         

  Year-to-Date Tithes/Plate/Youth/Bldg. Fund    
                  Received          Budget         Last Year 
                   $97,378          $94,105          $84,394 
   

Mass Attendance: October 25/26: 284 
 

 2025 Annual Diocesan Appeal  
  Goal     Pledged     Payments    Outstanding     Refund 
$47,320       $55,425          $53,285             $2,140              $5,965  

Religious Education: Preschool - 6th Grade 
Coordinator  

Tracy Miller, tmiller@saintmaryhc.org, 515-520-7981 
 

What a fun trunk-or-treat last week! Thank you everyone for 
attending.  

Upcoming Sessions 
 

                            Nov. 5 -  Regular sessions 
                            Nov. 12 -  Regular sessions 
                            Nov. 19 -  Regular sessions 

S.T.O.R.M. Report: 7th - 12th Grade 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Parish Council  
Meeting: November 18, 6:30pm, Social Hall  
 

Finance Council  
Meeting: November 25, 6:30pm, Social Hall 
 

Stewardship  
Meeting: November 10, 6:00pm, Social Hall  
 

OCIA / Grow in Your Catholic Faith  
Oct. 30, 6:15-7:45pm, Social Hall  
 

Knights of Columbus         
Meeting: November 17, 7:00pm, Social Hall  
 

Funeral Luncheon Food Donations   
Team 1: Huxley and Cambridge  

Coordinators  

Melissa Kahler, mkahler@saintmaryhc.org, 515-290-2830 

 

Andrea Fisher, afisher@saintmaryhc.org, 515-240-5059 
Nicole Cory, ncory@saintmaryhc.org, 515-313-3014  

 

EDGE  —  Wednesdays, 6:00-7:30pm, Social Hall, 7th & 8th  

 
 

Nov. 5 & 12: EDGE sessions 
Nov. 19: No EDGE, NCYC 
Nov. 26: No EDGE, Thanksgiving Break 
 

Confirmation (9th & 10th Graders)  

 
 

Saturday, Nov. 8:  8:00am-12 Noon, Fall Community Work 
    Day.  Please see your email for signups. 
Sunday, Nov. 9: 11am-12:30pm, 9th grade only session, 
   Youth Room  
Sunday, Nov. 16: 11am-12:30pm, 10th grade only session, 
   Youth Room  
   

S.T.O.R.M. Youth Group —  Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00pm,  
    Youth Area, 9th-12th   

Nov. 5 & 12: Youth Gatherings  
Nov. 19: No Youth Gathering, NCYC  
Nov. 26: No Youth Gathering, Thanksgiving Break 
 

NCYC MANDATORY meeting for guardians and attendants 
Sunday, Nov. 16 following 10:00am Mass. Our time will be 
used to go over NCYC schedule, final payments, travel 
details, packing list, t-shirts, swag, meals, snacks, and final 
instructions before our departure. Everyone MUST have an 
adult attend this meeting with them!  

 
Bulletin Schedule  

 

The next Bulletin will be for November 9 & 16. If you would 
like something in that bulletin please email your information 
to the Office by Noon on Tuesday, November 4.  Thank you. 
 

We Are Going On a Pilgrimage!  
 

On November 20th, 20 SMHC parishioners will embark on an 
amazing pilgrimage to Indianapolis to attend the National 
Catholic Youth Conference, traveling by charter bus for 500+ 
miles to join 20,000 others! We will participate in daily Mass, 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Reconciliation, worship, 
music and attend sessions featuring incredible Catholic 
speakers, dynamic story tellers, fantastic musicians and 
lovers of the Catholic faith. We have been blessed with 
support; with your generosity we’ve almost reached our 
financial goal. Our final fundraiser, "Move the NCYC Bus" will 
be after Masses November 8/9 & 15/16. We ask that you 
prayerfully consider donating $1 to sponsor "miles along the  
trip to Indianapolis”. Stop by our table after Mass to learn 
more! Thank you for your love, prayers and support!  God 
IS good, ALL the time! 
 

Seminarian Special Collection 
 

Households received a mailing for this collection; please 
return your gift directly to the Diocese.  Thank you!  

 



Laudato Si      

Know and closely follow local recycling/compost/trash rules.  
This can help to keep buyers of materials to be recycled 
(many in China) from rejecting material arriving from specific 
areas of the U.S. and sending it to the landfill.   See more at: 
https://www.saintmaryhc.org/on-care-for-our-common-home 

 

Ballard Community  
Clothing & Food Pantry 

 

During the month of December our Parish members assist  
at this Pantry. If you would be willing to help for a 2 hour shift 
on any of the following dates: Wednesdays the 3rd, 10th, 
17th, from 5:00-7:00pm, Saturdays, the 6th, 13th, 20th from 
10:00am to Noon, or Sundays, the 7th or 14th, from 1:00-
3:00pm, please contact Barb at the Parish Office, 
bliske@saintmaryhc.org / 515-367-2685.   Thank you! 
 

Birthday Cake Kit Service Project 
 

Boy Scouts from our Parish of Ballard Pack 163 are 
assembling birthday cake kits in December to donate to the 
Ballard Community Clothing and Food Pantry. Scouts and 
leaders have also volunteered at the Pantry in December 
along with members of our Parish. Pack 163 is seeking 
donations of cake mixes, frosting tubs, and birthday candles 
for this service project. A donation box will be available in the 
vestibule of St. Mary November 8 - 23. Donating money for 
the purchase of supplies is another way to support this 
project. Please send monetary donations to the Ballard Pack 
PayPal account: ballardpack163@gmail.com (add "cake kits" 
as a note). If monetary donations exceed cost of supplies, 
the remaining funds will be donated to the Pantry. 
Questions? Please contact Heather Laake, 515-612-4598. 
 

Thanksgiving Day Mass 
   

Please join us on Thursday, November 27 for 9:00am Mass 
at St. Mary, to give thanks to our God for all the blessings he 
has bestowed upon us!  

 

Readings and Questions for Faith Sharing  
 

Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed, Nov. 2 
 

Theme:  Jesus' love transforms all people and all things! 
 

 Reading I:  Wisdom 3:1-9   • As sacrificial offerings he took 
them to himself.  
 

Reading II:  Romans 5:5-11   • JusƟfied by his blood, we will 
be saved through Christ from the wrath.   

Gospel:  John 6:37-40  • Everyone who believes in the Son 
will have eternal life and I shall raise him up on the last day.   

QuesƟon for Children:  How did Jesus do God’s will?  
 

QuesƟon for Youth:  Why did Jesus come down from 
Heaven?  

QuesƟon for Adults:  How have your thoughts about death 
and eternal life developed over Ɵme?  

 Americans alone, throw away around 25 
billion styrofoam cups annually.   

 

Saturday, November 8, 5:00pm Mass, St. Mary   
 

Lector Kris Sexton 
Host Distributor Kris Sexton 
Cup Bearers Drew Hanlon, Bill Sexton 
Ushers Bill Kyle, Drew Hanlon  
Music Sue Harrington & Mary Ortmann 
 

Sunday, November 9, 8:00am Mass, Holy Cross 
Lector Sheri Fogarty  
Cup Bearer Dawn Beukema  
Altar Servers Titus & Zeke Weber  
Ushers Todd & Jill Beukema 
Music Drew Hanlon, Stacey Rooney 
 

Sunday, November 9, 10:00am Mass, St. Mary 
 

Lector Garrett McClain 
Host Distributor Tom Ausman 
Cup Bearers Jacki Ausman, Garrett McClain 
Altar Servers Rex Roberts, Hailey Conover  
    Cross Bearer: Aubrey Conover 
Ushers Tom & Jacki Ausman 
Music Aubrey Sigmund, Mary Ortmann 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
 

Money Counters     

   

             November 2: Kathy Daup, Dona Cowman  
             November 9: Sue White, Sharon Morris 

Ministers for November 8 & 9    

Prayer Chain      
    

If illness or crisis strikes your family or friends, please don’t 
hesitate to contact us so members of our Parish can offer 
prayers for them. If the request is not for you, please ask 
permission from the one it is, to be on our prayer chain. For 
requests or to participate in our prayer chain, please contact 
the Office at bliske@saintmaryhc.org or 515-367-2685.  
 

Serve Homeless Children 
 

Our parish families have been preparing a meal for homeless 
children and their families at Catholic Charities Emergency 
Family Shelter on the second Sunday of each month for 
more than twenty-five years. Volunteers are needed for every 
month in 2026 except March, May, October and November. 
One or more families/groups prepare and deliver a meal 
(about 10 families — up to 34 people) for the shelter in Des 
Moines. Volunteers can pay for the meal, be reimbursed by 
the parish, or receive a Gift-In-Kind receipt for a tax 
deduction. To volunteer or to find out more, contact Stacey 
Rooney, rooneyslg17@gmail.com or call 515-490-5034. 
 

Camino de Santiago Presentation 
 

If you had an opportunity to walk one of the ancient 
pilgrimages dating back to the 10th century would you do it? 
Even if it was a very long walk? Thank you for your prayers 
as I walked 170 miles of the Way of St. James also called the 
Camino de Santiago. If you’d like to hear about my 
experience then come to St. Mary’s Social Hall after the 
evening Mass on Saturday, November 22. I expect this to 
last about 30 minutes followed by Q & A.   ~ Mary Snyder   
 

Christmas Eve Choir 
 

Advent will be upon us soon and it is time to form our  
Christmas Eve Choir. We welcome all adults and children 6th 
grade and older. If you love to sing we want you - all levels of 
musicality welcome. Practices will be at St. Mary's in the 
choir loft or down front by the piano and will last about one 
hour. It is not required to attend all practices, come when you 
can. For questions please contact Aubrey Sigmund at 
asigmund@saintmaryhc.org.  Scheduled practice dates are:   
  Sun. Nov. 30, 11:15am-12:15pm 
  Sun. Dec. 7, 11:15am-12:15pm 
  Tues. Dec. 9, 6:30pm-7:30pm 
  Sun. Dec. 14, 11:15am-12:15pm 
  Thurs. Dec. 18, 6:30pm-7:30pm 
  Sun. Dec. 21, 11:15am-12:15pm 


