St. Mary - Holy Cross Parish

St. Mary: 460 NW Washington Avenue, Elkhart lowa 50073
Holy Cross: 12704 NE 98th Street, Maxwell lowa 50161
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Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 6 & 7, 2025

It is customary at our Parish that after the final song, the assembly kneels and silently prays the "Our Father, Hail Mary,
and Glory Be" for the next person of our Parish who passes away. Parishioners near death have expressed the comfort
they experience knowing the Parish Community is praying for them. Please join us in this sacred prayer.

Dear Good People,

I hope this letter finds you well. | need to get back into the routine of writing weekly bulletin articles. | hope all of you
had a blessed Labor Day. It just seems like yesterday it was Memorial Day. Why does the summer go by so fast and the
winter so slow?!

Just a reminder that this Sunday the Church will canonize two new Saints, Blessed Carlo Acutis and Blessed Pier Giorgio
Frassati. These two men who lived a century apart in Italy have inspired our youth. | would encourage you to learn about
them as well as asking for their intercession. Hopefully you can join us on Sunday after 10:00 AM Mass to see a movie about
St. Carlo Acutis.

Finally, | just want to take a moment to thank everyone who is involved in planning our 150th Anniversary at Holy
Cross. Again, this is a momentous undertaking. There is so much to do, and so much to celebrate. These are exciting times
for our universal and our local church. In the words of St. Pier Giorgio Frassati, Verso L'Alto. Toward the top!

~ A.M.D.G. Fr. Ross
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Mass and Reconciliation

Tuesday, September 9
8:00am Mass, St. Mary

Wednesday, September 10

5:30pm Mass, Holy Cross *t Pat Phelan
Thursday, September 11
8:00am Mass, St. Mary
Friday, September 12
8:00am Mass, St. Mary
Saturday, September 13
4:00 - 4:30pm Reconciliation, St. Mary

5:00pm Mass, St. Mary T Mark Schmidt, Kenny Stevens,
Mary Harrington

Sunday, September 14 — No 8:00am Mass at Holy Cross
10:00am Mass, St. Mary 1 John Long
12:00 Noon Mass, Holy Cross  People of the Parish

+Ira & Mary Ann Cory

tFor the Victims of Terrorism

Healing for JoAnn Meusburger

Welcome To Our New Members! @

Nick and Julie Harris and their sons Ryder and Quintin,
who live in Bondurant

Connie Hill and her daughters Rainey and Phoenix
who live in Ankeny

Jason Reiman who lives in Huxley

New Birth by Water and the Holy Spirit

Celebrate with us in welcoming into our Faith

- Oscar Campion
son of Eric and Rachel Manley
* who will be baptized this weekend.

Are You New to Our Parish? m’i

We welcome you to our family of St. Mary-Holy Cross and
invite you to become a member of our parish! Please fill out
a registration card found in the vestibule of St. Mary or Holy
Cross or on our website, https://www.saintmaryhc.org/
membership. We are glad you are here!

%+ Pastoral Assistance

In case of an emergency please contact Fr. Ross Parker, 515
-720-3434. To schedule a visit with Father at your home, or if
a family member is in a care facility, home-bound, or
hospitalized, and they wish a visit, please contact him at
rparker@dmdiocese.org.

Celebrate the Canonization of
Blessed Carlo Acutis and Pier Giorgio Frassati

Please join us today, Sunday, September 7 in the Social Hall
after 10:00am Mass to celebrate the canonization of Blessed
Carlo Acutis and Pier Giorgio Frassati. We will show the film:
“Carlo Acutis: Roadmap to Reality”. Some movie snacks will
be provided; you are welcome to bring your own snacks as
well. Carlo Acutis has grabbed the attention of our young
church. This is a great film for children to watch, especially
teenagers.

God gives special grace for each trial we face.

Prayer to Our Lady of Sorrows

Beloved Mother,

who has suffered so much,

give to us your courageous heart.

Please pray for us to have strength

and accept with love the suffering

God sends our way.

Help us to also accept all the suffering

inflicted upon us by others.

Heavenly Mother, you, in union with Jesus,

purify our suffering so that we may

give glory to God and save our souls.
Amen.

Parish Council
Meeting: September 16, 6:30pm, Social Hall

Finance Council

Meeting: September 23, 6:30pm, Social Hall
Stewardship

Meeting: September 8, 6:00pm, Social Hall
OCIA - Order of Christian Initiation of Adults

Sessions: Sept. 11, 18 & 25, 6:15pm,
Social Hall

Knights of Columbus
Meeting: September 15, 7:00pm, Social Hall

Funeral Luncheon Food Donations
Team 1: Huxley and Cambridge

Father Parker does not have set office hours at the Parish.
To reach him please email, call or text:

rparker@dmdiocese.org or 515-720-3434.

Coming Events

T This Weekend: Building Fund collection — Wine & cheese
after 5:00pm Mass — Coffee & donuts after 8:00am and
10:00am Masses

tCelebrate the Canonization of Blessed Carlo Acutis &
Pier Giorgio Frassati: Sunday, Sept. 7 after 10am Mass.

Celebration of Holy Cross’ 150th Anniversary: Sunday,
Sept. 14, Mass at Noon, with lunch, presentation and tours

Holy Cross Cemetery Decoration Removal

Please remove any decorations that aren’t on the foundation
of headstones by this Tuesday, September 9 in preparation
of our 150th anniversary on Sunday. If decorations are not
removed, the Cemetery Committee will remove them.

Celebrate the 150th Anniversary of Holy Cross!

Please join us next Sunday, September 14 to honor our past,
cherish the present, and embrace the future. We begin with
Mass at 12:00 noon followed by a catered meal, digital
presentation and a tour of the Church and Cemetery. All are
welcomel! — No 8:00am Mass that day —
To donate a dessert, please sign up at https://
www.signupgenius.com/qgo/60BOB4AA8A62DA5SFDO-
57489702-holy#/. Thank you.




Religious Education: Preschool - 6th Grade

Coordinator
Tracy Miller, tmiller@saintmaryhc.org, 515-520-7981

Thank you to all parents who came to the parent meeting. RE
classes start this week; they are 45 minutes long. We are
excited to see everyone again.

Upcoming dates
Sept 10 - Sessions begin, 45 minutes long:
9:00-9:45am, 4:30-5:15pm, 6:15-7:00pm
Sept 17— Shortened sessions, 45 minutes long:
9:00-9:45am, 4:30-5:15pm, 6:15-7:00pm
Sept 24— Regular sessions

S.T.O.R.M. Report: 7th - 12th Grade

Coordinators
Melissa Kahler, mkahler@saintmaryhc.orq, 515-290-2830
Andrea Fisher, afisher@saintmaryhc.orq, 515-240-5059
Nicole Cory, ncory@saintmaryhc.org, 515-313-3014

Please register your child/children so we can complete our
planning. The form was emailed, is on our website,
https://www.saintmaryhc.org/religious-education
and a few paper copies are at Church.

EDGE (7th & 8th Graders)

Wed., Sept. 10: Parent and EDGE student MANDATORY
meeting. We will go over the handbook, calendar and
expectations, 6:00-6:45pm, Social Hall, St Mary

Wed., Sept. 17: EDGE Kick Off, 6:00-7:30pm, Social Hall,
Wed., Sept 24: Session, 6:00-7:30pm, Social Hall

Confirmation (9th & 10th Graders)

Sun., Sept. 14: 11:00am-12:30pm, 9th grade only session,
Youth Room downstairs

Sun., Sept. 28: 11:00am-12:30pm, 10th grade only session,
Youth Room downstairs

S.T.O.R.M. Youth Group (9th-12th Graders)
Wed., Sept. 17: Youth Group Kick off, 7:30-9pm, Youth Area
Wed., Sept 24: Gathering, 7:30-9:00pm, Youth Area

@ OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults)

Do you, or someone you know, want to learn more about the
Catholic way of life, or was baptized Catholic but didn’t
celebrate the Sacraments of Eucharist and/or Confirmation?
Please contact Nicole Cory, ncory@saintmaryhc.org/ 515-
313-3014. Participation in the inquiry sessions does not
commit you to joining the Church; only that you be open to
learning more about God, the Catholic tradition and yourself.

Help with Avenue of Flags for
150th Celebration at Holy Cross

Could you assist with raising the flags on Saturday,
September 13 at 10:00am and/or retiring them on Sunday,
September 14 at 5:00pm? Each session lasts about half an
hour. Please contact Lynn Schreurs, Ischreurs@msn.com /
515-577-8147 to volunteer, for more information, or if
inclement weather.

Parish Directories Are Here!

If you had your picture taken or submitted a photo for our
new directory, please pickup your directory from the table at
St. Mary or in the entryway at Holy Cross. Thank you to Lisa
Schoening and Kim Heger for spearheading this project!

UIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.

Weekly Collection Financial Update
August 31 — Budget Week 9

Received Budget
= Tithes/Plate/ $2,928 $5,536 August 23/24
* Youth/Bldg. Fund $6,875 $5,536  August 30/31

= Year-to-Date Tithes/ Received Budget Last Year
u Plate/Youth/Bldg. Fund ~ $50,641 $49,820 $47,242

Mass Attendance: August 23/24: 334 August 30/31: 296

2025 Annual Diocesan Appeal

Goal Pledged Payments Outstanding Refund =
=$47,320  $52,055 $49,835 $2,220 $2,515 =
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Councils and Committees

PARISH COUNCIL

Anne Davis - annedavisO6@gmail.com

Terri Hamm - Theresa.Hamm@mercyoneiowa.org

Drew Hanlon - drewsmhcpc@yahoo.com

Kim Heger - hegerkim91@gmail.com

Doug Jones - djones@bossard.com

Bill Kyle - bill@northiowaair.com

Tim Miller - millertimothyg@gmail.com

Lisa Schoening - lisa@lisaschoening.com
FINANCE COUNCIL

Laurie Phelan, Chair - Laurie.c.Phelan@gmail.com

Julia Coash - jcoash@outlook.com

Craig Johnson - dad.craig@gmail.com

Anne Power - powerhouse57049@gmail.com

Bill Rooney - 1rooneybill@gmail.com

Tom Rooney - roondog007@msn.com
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

Julia Coash - jcoash@outlook.com

Katie Fredericks - katie.fredericks1@hotmail.com

Beth Hart - mrsmatthart@gmail.com

Kris LeRoy - kisturtz@gmail.com

Jen Linderblood - jlinderb@yahoo.com

Tammi McClain - tammimcclain71@gmail.com

Kathy Petersen - katherine@huxcomm.net

Sue White - charylmyron@g.com
BUILDING & GROUND COMMITTEE

John Roberts, Co-Chair - jroberts@huxcomm.net

Scott Turczynski, Co-Chair - ScottT@hrtind.us

Drew Hanlon - drewsmhcpc@yahoo.com

Tim Miller - millertimothyg@gmail.com

Laurie Phelan - Laurie.c.Phelan@gmail.com

Bill Schmitt - isucui@isualum.com

Lynn Schreurs - Ischreurs@msn.com
CEMETERY COMMITTEE

Laurie Phelan, Chair - Laurie.c.Phelan@gmail.com

Pat Bishop - pjbishop@midiowa.net

Lowell Crouse - I13ji@windstream.net

John Freeman - johnfmingo@hotmail.com

Tracy Irwin - irwin@partnercom.net

Stacey Rooney - rooneyslg17@gmail.com

Tom Rooney - roondog007@msn.com

Lynn Schreurs - Ischreurs@msn.com

Larry Shaw - shawcattle77@gmail.com
PARISH TRUSTEES

Sheri Fogarty - fogarty929@gmail.com

Doug Jones - djones@bossard.com

PARISH HISTORIAN

Larry Sauer - sauerld@outlook.com - 515-710-2421
PARISH AMBASSADOR TO CATHOLIC CHARITIES

John & Peg Evans - evansp3@yahoo.com
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS GRAND KNIGHT

John Roberts - jroberts@huxcomm.net




Laudato Si

Consider reducing your coffee or tea consumption to help
conserve increasingly scarce water resources. It takes nearly
600 cups of water to grow and process the beans for one
cup of coffee, while producing a single cup of tea requires
about 130 cups of water. See more at:

https://www.saintmaryhc.org/on-care-for-our-common-home

Canonization of Blessed Carlo Acutis
and Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati

Pope Leo XIV will canonize Carlo Acutis and Pier Giorgio
Frassati together today, Sunday September 7 in St. Peter’s
Square.

The canonization of Blessed Acutis, a teenager known for his
devotion to the Eucharist and creating an online exhibition of
Eucharistic miracles, had originally been scheduled for April
27 during the Jubilee of Teenagers. It was postponed
following the death of Pope Francis April 21. Born
in 1991 and raised in Milan, Blessed Acutis used his tech
skills to evangelize and was noted for his joyful faith and
compassion for others. He is credited with healing a 4-year-
old Brazilian boy who had a serious pancreatic malformation
and a 21-year-old Costa Rican woman who was near death
after a bicycle accident. Carlos died of leukemia in 2006 at
age 15.

Blessed Frassati, born in 1901 into a prominent family in
Turin, Italy, was admired for his deep spirituality, love for the
poor and enthusiasm for life. A member of the Dominican
Third Order, he served the sick through the St. Vincent de
Paul Society. Pier is credited with healing Domenico Sellan.
At that time, Domenico was 40 years old and suffering from a
tubercular disease of the spine, was paralyzed and near
death, and also for healing an American seminarian, Juan
Manuel Gutierrez, from a completely ruptured Achilles
tendon. Pier died at age 24 after contracting polio, possibly
from one of the people he assisted.

Ministers for September 13/14

Saturday, September 13, 5:00pm Mass, St. Mary
Lector Linda Froehlich

Host Distributor Tony Kuehn

Cup Bearers Tom & Linda Froehlich
Ushers Bob & Jack Selby

Music Lisa Jones, Mary Schmelzer

Sunday, September 14: No 8:00am Mass at Holy Cross
150th Celebration Mass is at Noon that day.

Sunday, September 14, 10:00am Mass, St. Mary
Lector Jill Swanson
Host Distributor Tracy Miller
Cup Bearers Jill Swanson, Angela Collum
Altar Servers Emma & Cora Swanson

Cross Bearer. Gabe Miller
Ushers Bill & Kelly Dunbar
Music Aubrey Sigmund, Laura Kutcher

Sunday, September 14, 12:00 Noon Mass, Holy Cross
Lector Anne Davis, Lowell Crouse

Altar Servers Claire Hand, Titus Weber
Ushers Sandra Hunter, Tony Kuehn,

Mike Veasman, Jerry & Deb Zenkner
Music Choir, Lorrie Hanlon
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Money Counters

Sept. 7: Kathy Daup, Sharon Morris
Sept. 15: Kathy Petersen, Dona Cowman

eMWMVETF? Each ton of recycled paper can save 17

mature trees.

Prayer Chain h‘

If illness or crisis strikes your family or friends, please don’t
hesitate to contact us so members of our Parish can offer
prayers for them. If the request is not for you, please ask
permission from the one it is, to be on our prayer chain. For
requests or to participate in our prayer chain, please contact
the Office at bliske@saintmaryhc.org or 515-367-2685.

Additional Options for Tithing

Automatic Debit (ACH) from your account once a month or
Online Giving through the Catholic Foundation of SW
lowa. For questions or to begin ACH, please contact Candy
at bookkeeper@saintmaryhc.org. For additional information
for online giving, go to https://catholicfoundationiowa.org/
make-a-donation/parishes-and-schools-relief/. Thank you!

Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa

The rapidly-growing Church in Africa is young and vibrant but
faces challenges in building and maintaining structures and
ministries previously funded by missionary orders. This fund
provides grants to finance pastoral projects of outreach
programs, schools, evangelization and education of clergy
and lay ministers. Donation envelopes are available at
Church; please return by September 14. You can also donate
online on the Diocesan website under the Giving tab.

The Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration

Single women, ages 18-40 who are curious about religious
life, are invited to a Benedictine Sisters Monastic
Experience October 17-19, at their monastery in Clyde,
Missouri. This is a chance to experience the daily rhythm
of monastic life where participants can join the Sisters in
praying the Divine Office, Daily Mass and Eucharistic
Adoration, as well as experiencing Lectio Divina (praying with
Scripture) and gaining wisdom from the Benedictine tradition.
There is no cost to attend, and more details are available
at www.benedictinesisters.org - Vocations - Events. To
register, please contact Sister Nancy Rose at 660-944-2221
ext. 142 or vocation@benedictinesisters.org or complete the
form at https://bit.ly/40PsE6u.

Readings and Questions for Faith Sharing

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time, September 7
Theme: Commitment is required to follow Jesus.

Reading I: Wisdom 9:13-18b e How can we know God,
unless God's gives us wisdom?

Reading Il: Philemon 1:9-10, 12-17 e Receive another, not
as a slave, but as a very dear brother or sister.

Gospel: Luke 14:25-33 ¢ Whoever does not renounce
possessions cannot be my disciple.

Question for Children: Jesus says that in order to be one of
his followers, we must be close to him. When do you feel
closest to Jesus?

Question for Youth: : Jesus tells his disciples that they
must renounce their possessions in order to be His disciple.
If you had to, could you leave everything behind to be with
God? What would hold you back? How much of a struggle
would it be?

Question for Adults: Today's Gospel is demanding. How do
you as a modern man or woman "denounce your
possessions?" What does this mean for you?



