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         A   Message   from   Father   Andrew   
  

In   prepara�on   for   this   edi�on   of   the   newsle�er,   the   ques�on,   
"What   is   normal   anymore?"   was   basically   asked.    It   is   a   topic   that   
has   recently   come   up   for   me   mul�ple   �mes,   even   in   the   last   week   
or   two.    One   defini�on   I   found   was,   "conforming   to   a   standard;   
usual,   typical,   or   expected."    That   does   not   seem   par�cularly   
helpful,   especially   when   informa�on   and   condi�ons   are   constantly   
changing.    Yet   maybe   that   is   what   is   normal.    One   thing   of   which   
we   can   be   certain   and   in   which   we   can   take   consola�on   is   that   

"Jesus   Christ   is   the   same   yesterday   and   today   and   for   ever"   (Hebrews   13:8).    Regardless   
of   the   changes   that   we   experience,   we   are   s�ll   called   to   remain   faithful   to   him.    He   is   so   
faithful   to   us   that   he   offers   himself   to   us   in   many   ways,   primarily   in   Mass.   

"The   Eucharist   is   also   the   sacrifice   of   praise   by   which   the   Church   sings   the   glory   of   
God   in   the   name   of   all   crea�on.    This   sacrifice   of   praise   is   possible   only   through   
Christ:   he   unites   the   faithful   to   his   person,   to   his   praise,   and   to   his   intercession,   so   
that   the   sacrifice   of   praise   to   the   Father   is   offered    through    Christ   and    with    him,   to   
be   accepted    in    him"   ( Catechism   of   the   Catholic   Church    1361).   

So   Mass   is   not   only   "right   and   just"   (which   we   say   every   �me)   because   we   owe   it   to   him,   
it   is   good   for   us   to   be   nourished   by   God's   Word   and   Jesus'   body   and   blood.    While   we   
may   struggle   to   know   what   is   normal,   at   least   with   the   help   of   our   faith   we   have   a   be�er   
understanding   of   who   and   what   is   normal.   

  
  

celebrate!   
  

Bap�sms   
  

Baker   Randall   Ferch,   son   of   Drake   and   Paige   Ferch,   was   bap�zed   on   April   24   at   St.   Mary’s   
Church.   Baker’s   godparents   are   Randy   Ferch   and   Peggy   Hotopp.    Grandparents   are   Mike   
and   Peggy   Hotopp,   and   Randy   and   Tracy   Ferch.   Baker   joins   two   sisters:   Blaise   (4)   and   
Blythe   (2).   

Ellie   Marie   Overturff   was   christened   at   Holy   Cross   Church   on   May   30.    Her   parents   are   
Burke   and   Jenna   Overturff.   Ellie’s   godparents   are   Jamie   Rooney   and   Josh   King.    Her   
grandparents   are   Bill   and   Mary   Rooney,   and   Paul   and   Nancy   Overturff.   She   has   two   older   
sisters:   Addison   (6)   and   Averie   (2).     

Miles   Dean   Peterson   was   bap�zed   on   May   23   at   St.   Mary’s   Church.   He   is   the   son   of   
Michael   and   Erin   Peterson   and   the   brother   of   Brinley   (4).    Miles’   godfather   is   Heath   Finch   
and   his   godmothers   are   Jen   Mollhoff   and   Jamie   Warg.   His   grandparents   are   Bob   and   the   
late   Barbara   Finch   of   Ames   and   Alan   and   Diana   Peterson.   

  



  

        New   Members   

  
Religious   Education   News   

  
K   -   6   Religious   Ed   

  
Part   of   the   appeal   for   the   Catechesis   of   the   Good   Shepherd,   the   Religious   Educa�on   
program   that   we   u�lize   for   the   youth   of   our   parish,   is   the   involvement   from   all   different   
age   groups   within   the   parish.    Whatever   your   gi�   or   charism,   we   have   a   way   to   u�lize   it   
in   our   program.   For   instance,   each   Wednesday   in   August   we   had   people   from   the   parish   
come   in   and   help   us   make   materials   for   our   classrooms.   We’ve   had   people   build   tables   
and   shelves   for   our   space   as   well   as   donate   lamps,   beau�ful   religious   images   and   other   
pieces   of   furniture   or   art.    We   have   been   so   blessed   by   many   wonderful   people,   but   we   
can   always   use   more   help.     

  
   Please   feel   free   to   reach   out   to   Tracy   or   Geneveve   if   you   would   like   to   help   or   donate   to   our   program!   
         --   Geneveve   Loraditch   

  

  

  

  Kevin   and   Marsha   Cowles   recently   moved   to   Ankeny   when   his   employer   
transferred   him   from   Fargo,   ND.    Kevin   is   an   engineering   manager   for   John   Deere   
and   Marsha   is   a   re�red   pharmacist.    The   reloca�on   brought   them   closer   to   their   
four   married   daughters   and   ten   grandchildren   sca�ered   throughout   the   
Midwest.    Kevin   likes   to   fish,   golf,   and   woodworking.    Marsha   enjoys   reading,   
cooking,   and   cra�ing.   When   looking   for   a   Church   to   a�end,   Marsha   googled   the   
Catholic   Churches   in   the   area.   They   tried   several,   then   came   upon   St.   Mary-Holy   
Cross   and   here   they   stayed.   

     Tim   and   Heather   Laake   moved   to   Huxley   a�er   living   in   Ankeny   for   several   years.   
They   have   two   children,   Margaret   (9)   and   Glenn   (6).    Tim   is   a   database   specialist   
with   Na�onwide   and   Heather   is   a   middle   school   teacher.   Margaret   and   Glenn   
a�end   school   in   the   Ballard   District.   In   their   leisure   �me,   Heather   and   Tim   root   
for   Hawkeye   football,   camp,   and   watch   movies.   Tim   also   likes   to   hunt   and   play   
video   games.    Heather   enjoys   reading,   cheering   the   KC   Chiefs,   and   volunteering.   
Margaret   is   into   art   and   Minecra�;   while   Glenn   loves   video   games,   puzzles,   and   
“Ninja   tricks”.   They   found   St.   Mary’s   Church   through   friends   and   liked   the   
closeness   of   a   smaller   Church.   

  

  Jonathan   and   Chris�na   Weber   have   lived   in   Cambridge   for   12   years   with   their   
four   sons.   Through   Fr.   Andrew,   they   became   acquainted   with   our   parish.   They   
started   a�ending   Holy   Cross   enjoying   the   close-knit   feel   of   a   small   church.   
Jonathan   is   a   general   contractor   and   a   Cub   Scout   leader   in   his   spare   �me.   
Chris�na   is   a   hairstylist.    They   both   enjoy   camping   and   family   �me.   The   boys   are   
in   the   Ballard   School   District.   Titus   (10)   likes   to   camp   and   fish   and   is   in   the   Cub   
Scouts.   Zeke   (8)   also   enjoys   camping   and   fishing.   The   two   younger   boys   love   to   
play   with   their   ki�ens.   But   Samson   (5)   also   likes   to   make   forts   while   Asher   (4)   
likes   to   work   in   the   garden   with   his   Grandpa   and   eat   peanuts.   



  
S.T.O.R.M.   News   

  

S.T.O.R.M.   has   been   busy   this   summer   preparing   for   our   upcoming   bi-annual   conference   in   Indianapolis,   Indiana.   
The   Na�onal   Catholic   Youth   Conference   (NCYC)   is   being   held   November   18-20   with   31   a�endees   from   our   
parish.   NCYC   invites   par�cipants   to   encounter   Christ,   experience   Church,   and   be   empowered   for   discipleship.   
The   par�cipants   include   Father   Andrew,   Melissa   Kahler,   as   group   leader,   5   adult   chaperones,   and   24   teenagers.     
Due   to   the   cost   of   the   trip,   which   is   over   $20,000,   we   have   had   and   are   having   many   fundraisers.   Our   largest   
NCYC   fundraiser   has   always   been   the   SMHC   garage   sale.   This   year   was   no   excep�on.   We   raised   a   record   $4,033.   
Besides   the   garage   sale,   other   fundraisers   have   included   a   pe�ng   zoo,   bake   sale,   breakfast   burrito   sale,   and   a   
walking   taco   sale.   We   are   planning   many   more   fundraisers,   including   a   farmer’s   breakfast,   ISU/Iowa   bucket   vote,   
Move   the   Bus,   Facebook   Auc�on   (in   collabora�on   with   Religious   Educa�on),   and   a   handmade   Christmas   rosary   
sale.     
At   the   �me   of   this   wri�ng,   we   have   earned   $5280   in   fundraising.    We   thank   parishioners   and   their   families   for   
blessing   S.T.O.R.M.   with   your   support   of   gently   used   items,   your   dona�ons,   and   most   of   all,   for   your   prayers.      
--   Andrea   Fisher  

  

  

  

Young   Adult   Perspective     

Forgiveness…   What’s   It   Good   For?     

As   a   kid,   I   never   understood   the   concept   of   Jesus’   teaching   when   he   told   Peter   to   forgive   his   fellow   humans   not   
seven   �mes,   but   seventy   �mes   seven   �mes.   I   thought   forgiving   someone   490   �mes   made   me   a   doormat,   and   
God   doesn’t   want   me   to   be   a   doormat.   But   God   does   want   me   to   be   happy.   
I   struggled   with   forgiveness   un�l   a   few   years   ago   when   someone   explained   that   forgiveness   doesn’t   mean   that   
what   someone   did   is   okay.   Instead,   forgiveness   is   the   acceptance   of   what   is   or   what   was,   and   le�ng   go   of   the   
feelings   surrounding   that   event.   For   me,   none   of   this   made   sense   un�l   I   had   a   real-world   example.     
In   college,   I   had   a   good   friend   that   liked   to   spread   rumors   about   other   people,   and   eventually,   she   spread   one   
about   me.   We   talked   about   it,   and   she   promised   to   never   do   it   again.   A   few   months   later,   she   shared   a   secret   I’d   
asked   her   not   to.   This   pa�ern   repeated   un�l   I   resented   her   so   much,   I   wouldn’t   even   look   at   her.   When   I   saw   her   
on   campus,   the   hurt   and   embarrassment   came   rushing   back   and   ruined   my   day.   Eventually,   I   was   talking   with   
someone   and   they   pointed   out   that   this   friend   had   almost   total   control   over   my   day   because   when   I   saw   her,   the   
resentment   returned.   “Have   you   forgiven   her?”   this   new   friend   asked.   Truth   was,   I   hadn’t.   So   this   friend   
suggested   I   pray   for   her   by   saying,   “God,   please   grant   so-and-so   serenity,   peace,   abundance,   and   happiness.”   The   
idea   of   praying   for   her   �cked   me   off,   but   I   was   so   desperate   to   let   go   of   the   pain   that   I   was   willing   to   try   it.   
For   the   next   few   weeks,   every   morning   I   said   that   prayer,   adding   a   few   exple�ves   here   and   there   because   I   was   
s�ll   so   angry.   Then   one   day,   I   passed   her   on   campus   and   guess   what?   My   whole   day   wasn’t   ruined!   I   only   spent   
an   hour   being   resen�ul   and   feeling   hurt.   And   when   I   saw   her   again   a   few   weeks   later,   I   only   felt   that   way   for   a   
few   moments.   Saying   one   prayer   worked   wonders.   It   was   the   key   to   finally   being   able   to   let   go   and   forgive   her.   I   
now   use   it   whenever   I   feel   any   uncomfortable   emo�on   with   someone.   Some�mes   it   works   right   away,   
some�mes   it   takes   a   few   months.   But   in   the   end,   it   always   clears   away   the   resentments   and   my   serenity   returns.   
--    Casey   Baumberger   



  

  
  

  
  

           K   of   C   Corner   
  

     Busy   Knights!   

Your   Elkhart   Knights   of   Columbus   have   been   busy   the   last   few   months   
cooking!    We   held   our   annual   Memorial   Day   Pancake   Breakfast   at   Holy   
Cross.    We   also   supported   the   Stewardship   Commi�ee   in   cooking   brats,   
hot   dogs,   and   hamburgers   for   the   Parish   picnic   at   the   end   of   July.    Thank   
you   to   Jon   Hand   for   heading   up   the   grilling   and   to   all   who   helped   make   
each   of   these   events   a   success.     
    

Also,   each   year   we   support   the   Catholic   Chari�es   Emergency   Family   
Shelter   by   providing   a   meal   for   the   residents.    Thank   you   to   the   
Jones   family   for   providing   the   meal   on   behalf   of   the   Knights.     

  
Each   year   during   Elkhart   Days,   we   host   a   car   show   in   the   park.   
People’s   choice   awards   for   two   of   the   top   three   cars   were   SMHC   
parishioners!    Congratula�ons   to   Deacon   Terry   Schleisman   and   
Drew   Hanlon!     

  
      We   have   also   ushered   in   a   new   set   of   officers!    Our   worthy   Grand     
      Knight,   Doug   Jones,   passed   the   baton   to   our   new   Grand   Knight     
      Garre�   McClain.    Also,   Mike   Devereux   has   assumed   the   role   of   Deputy   Grand   Knight.    Please   let   us   know   how   the     
      Knights   of   Columbus   can   help!     - -   Garre�   McClain   


