
Parish Information 

Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
    Many thanks to parishioner Scott Turczynski for donating the work to repair the ceiling of the social hall.  It is almost 
complete and it will be good to have it done! 
   Remember that Ember Days are the Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday that follow the feast of the Holy Cross.  This 
year, those days are on September 15, 17, and 18.  It is a time to give thanks to God for the first fruits of the 
harvest.  This has traditionally involved a blessing of farms.  If you would like your farm to be blessed around this time 
and/or know someone who does, please contact me.       ~ Fr. Andrew 

Parish Phone  
Fr. Andrew Windschitl   
Parish General Email           
Parish Fax               
Parish Web Site                                   
Parish Facebook Site                      
Fr. Andrew Windschitl          
Sarah Baumberger - Bookkeeper  
Nicole Cory - Confirmation                 
Andrea Fisher - 7th-12th Ministry       
Melissa Kahler - 7th-12th Ministry 
Barb Liske - Secretary        
Geneveve Loraditch - PreK-6 RE 
Tracy Miller - PreK-6 RE 
Sue Schmidt - Music              

St. Mary - Holy Cross Parish 
460 NW Washington Avenue Elkhart Iowa 50073 

    Mass  
Schedule   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reconciliation:  Tuesdays 5:15 - 5:45pm; 

Saturdays 4:00-4:30pm; after 9:00am First 
Friday Mass or by appointment.  

 

Baptism:  Contact Fr. Andrew  
 

Marriage:  Contact Fr. Andrew at least six 
   months prior to the proposed wedding date. 
 

Priesthood/Religious: ww.vocationsonline.org 

Tuesday         6:00pm   St. Mary 
Wednesday    5:30pm   Holy Cross 
Thursday                  8:00am   St. Mary   
First Friday     9:00am   St. Mary  
Saturday         5:00pm    St. Mary 
Sunday                       8:00am   Holy Cross    
                       10:00am   St. Mary  
4th Sunday   12:00pm   St. Mary         

515-367-2685 
515-367-2685 
smhc@saintmaryhc.org 
515-367-7028 
www.saintmaryhc.org 
St. Mary's Holy Cross Parish-Elkhart 
Fr.Andrew@saintmaryhc.org 
sbaumberger@saintmaryhc.org 
ncory@saintmaryhc.org 
afisher@saintmaryhc.org 
mkahler@saintmaryhc.org 
bliske@saintmaryhc.org            
gloraditch@saintmaryhc.org 
tmiller@saintmaryhc.org 
sschmidt@saintmaryhc.org 

 
 

 It is customary at St. Mary-Holy Cross after the final song, the assembly kneels and silently prays the "Our Father, 
Hail Mary, and Glory Be" for the next person of our Parish who dies.   Parishioners near death have expressed the 
comfort they experience knowing the Parish Community is praying for them.  Please join us in this sacred prayer. 

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

September 12, 2021 



Are You New To Our Parish? 
    

We welcome you to our family of St. Mary-Holy Cross and 
invite you to become a member of our parish!  Please fill out 
a registration card found in the vestibule of St. Mary or Holy 
Cross or on our website.  We are glad you are here!  
 

Covid 19 Reminders 
 

The Diocese is recommending, not requiring, masks for 
parishioners over the age of five during all indoor liturgies 
and other indoor parish events.  
 

Masks are required for all clergy and Extraordinary Ministers 
of Holy Communion during the distribution of communion. 
 

If you wish to receive Communion on the tongue, please go  
to Fr. Andrew (he sanitizes after each). Social distance  
seating remains in the Social Hall. We have masks and hand 
sanitizer available. For Diocesan updates please go to: 
https://www.dmdiocese.org/resources/worship/coronavirus. 
 

       Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
 

We celebrate this feast on Tuesday of this week with Mass at 
Holy Cross at 6:45pm.   
 

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross celebrates two historical 
events: the discovery of the True Cross by Saint Helena, the 
mother of the Emperor Constantine, in 320 under the temple 
of Venus in Jerusalem, and the dedication in 335 of the 
basilica and shrine built on Calvary by Constantine, which 
mark the site of the Crucifixion. 
    

The basilica, named the Martyrium, and the shrine, named 
the Calvarium, were destroyed by the Persians in 614. The 
Church of the Holy sepulcher which now stands on the site 
was built by the crusaders in 1149. 
    

However the feast, more than anything else, is a celebration 
and commemoration of God's greatest work: his salvific 
death on the Cross and His Resurrection, through which 
death was defeated and the doors to Heaven opened. 
 

We will also have our 6:00pm Mass at St. Mary  
that evening, followed by Adoration.   

 
Card Shower to Celebrate 99 Years!! 

 

You are invited to celebrate Mary Ann Cory on her 
99th birthday this Wednesday! Birthday wishes can be 
mailed to Mary Ann at 3230 NW 102nd Ave, Ankeny, 
50021. 

 

The SMHC Bucket Vote Winner Is…. 
 

IOWA STATE! Congratulations to all the Cyclone fans and 
thank you for your $275 worth of votes! UNIVERSITY OF 
IOWA came in 2nd at a grand total of $81 and not far behind 
was the "I DON'T CARE" votes which brought in $77. Thank 
you for voting and supporting the youth as they continue to 
fundraise for their NCYC pilgrimage! All together your votes 
totaled $433; this will be very helpful to our SMHC youth 
when they attend the National Catholic Youth Conference in 
November. THANK YOU!  
 

For Pastoral assistance, please contact Fr. Andrew  
 at  515-367-2685 or Fr.Andrew@saintmaryhc.org. 

 

 

Stewardship Committee          
Meeting: Sept. 13, 6:00pm, Social Hall  
 

Knights of Columbus         
Sept. 19: 6:40pm Rosary, Church, 7:00pm Meeting, Hall 
 

Finance Council         
Meeting: Sept. 21, 6:30pm, Social Hall 
 

Parish Council  
Meeting: Sept. 28, 6:30pm, Social Hall 

 

Mass, Reconciliation and Adoration          

Tuesday, September 14     Feast of the Holy Cross 
5:15 - 5:45pm  Reconciliation, St. Mary  
 

6:00pm Mass, St. Mary †Deacon Dan McGuire 
    ~ followed by Adoration  
 

6:45pm Mass, Holy Cross †Pat Phelan 
     

Wednesday, September 15 
5:30pm Mass, Holy Cross †Mike Phelan 
                  

Thursday, September 16 
8:00am Mass, St. Mary †Rita Smith  
                   

Saturday, September 18 
4:00 - 4:30pm  Reconciliation, St. Mary  
 

5:00pm Mass, St. Mary †Scott Mitchell 
 

Sunday, September 19 
8:00am Mass, Holy Cross †For the Parish   
10:00am Mass, St. Mary †Therese Green      

 A Prayer for Patriot Day 
 

Lord of Mercy, Prince of Peace, 
 

This date, 9-11, carries a heavy burden of memory. 
      

This day does not pass each year without our 
remembering. We remember images of death and 
destruction. Images that human eyes were never 
meant to see.  We remember words our ears were 
never meant to hear, the tender last words of 
husbands and wives who would never embrace 
again. 
 

We imagine the feeling of emptiness in the arms of 
children who at the end of the day could not find 
mom or dad for their welcome home hug. We 
remember our own feelings of emptiness as our 
sense of security, as our own confidence in the 
predictable order of life and work was radically 
shaken. 
 

We remember the heroism of the many that lost 
their lives in saving others. We remember all those 
who suffered and died, we grieve for them still, 
friends and strangers alike, along with their 
families and friends. 
 

And it is right that it should not pass from our 
memory. But today and in this prayer, along with 
our remembrance of profound loss, it also seems 
right that we give voice to our deep longing for 
peace, and with this prayer, commit ourselves to 
those actions that will draw us closer to our most 
ancient and most holy desire, peace among all 
God’s children. 
 

Lord, grant us peace.   Amen. 

 



   Parish Council Members  

 

 John Roberts, Chair  -  jroberts@huxcomm.net  
 Doug Jones  -  djones@bossard.com     
 Tim Loraditch  -  Tloraditch@gmail.com 
 Tammi McClain  -  tammimcclain71@gmail.com 
             Larry Sauer -  sauerld@outlook.com  
 Celia Shedd  -  hoyhill@partnercom.net  
 

   Finance Council Members 

       

 Heidi Ackerman, Co-President  -  heidimdittmer@gmail.com  
 Sue Tollefson, Co-President  -  suet@iowacubs.com  
 John Fisher   -  Johntfisher@sienafastener.com 
 Diane Gannon  -  ddkgannon@gmail.com    
 Doug Jones  -  djones@bossard.com   
         

   Stewardship Committee Members  
                   

 Arlene Anderson  -  arlene@4andersons.com  
 Beth Hart  -  mrsmatthart@gmail.com 
 Kelly Hoffmeier  -  nkhoff@msn.com 
 Tammi McClain  -  tammimcclain71@gmail.com 
 Kathy Petersen  -  katherine@huxcomm.net  
 Kris Sturtz  -  klsturtz@gmail.com   
 Sue White  -  charylmyron@q.com 
 John Zidon  -  jzidon@msn.com  
     

   Cemetery Committee Members 
 

             Laurie Phelan, Chair  -  Laurie.c.Phelan@gmail.com    
 Karen Bellis  -  puzzlenuts@aol.com 
 Pat Bishop  -  pjbishop@midiowa.net 
 Lowell Crouse  -  l3jl@windstream.net  
 John Freeman  -  johnfmingo@hotmail.com  
 Tracy Irwin -   irwin@partnercom.net.  
 Lynn Schreurs  -  lschreurs@msn.com 
 Larry Shaw  -  shawcattle13@gmail.com  
 Mike and Mary Winders  -  Mwinde59@yahoo.com 

      

   Parish Trustees   
  

 Sheri Fogarty -  fogarty929@gmail.com  
 Doug Jones  -  djones@bossard.com 
 

   Parish Ambassador to Catholic Charities 
 

 Mike and Mary Winders  -  Mwinde59@yahoo.com 

Religious Education  

    Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord,    
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

Preschool - 6th Grade Coordinators  
 

Geneveve Loraditch, gloraditch@saintmaryhc.org, 515-556-4150 
Tracy Miller, tmiller@saintmaryhc.org, 515-520-7981 

 

We had a great first couple weeks of RE.  This week we start 
our regular session times. 
 

The youth of our parish are putting on an online silent auction 
running October 15-17 to raise money for NCYC, supplies for 
Sacrament preparation and our programs. If anyone would 
like to donate a basket please email Tracy.  More information 
will be coming soon.   
 

Upcoming Schedule  
 

 

Sept. 15/17 -  Sessions:  Session A 4:45-6:15pm, 
          Session B 6:30-8:00pm         Session C 9:00-9:45am 
 

Sept. 22/24 - Regular sessions   
Sept. 29/Oct. 1 - Regular sessions   

               Grades 7-12 Coordinators  
 

Melissa Kahler, mkahler@saintmaryhc.org, 515-290-2830 
Andrea Fisher, afisher@saintmaryhc.org, 515-240-5059 

 

Grades 9 & 10, Confirmation Coordinator  
Nicole Cory, ncory@saintmaryhc.org, 515-313-3014  

 

EDGE  
 

Thank you to those who attended our Parent/Teen meeting 
this past Wednesday. We currently have a very small number 
of 7th and 8th graders registered for EDGE. We are hoping 
to grow our group in order to get the full benefit of the 
beautiful EDGE program. If you have a 7th or 8th grader and 
haven't registered, no problem, bring your child to our EDGE 
session on Wednesday, September 15, and we will get you 
set up for registration. It's NEVER too late to join in the fun in 
faith formation at EDGE. If you have questions please reach 
out to Melissa or Andrea.  
 

EDGE Sept. Sessions: 15 & 22, 6:00-7:30pm, Social Hall 
 

EDGE October Sessions: 6 & 13, 6:00-7:30pm, Social Hall  
 

EDGE October 27: Trunk or Treat 6:00-7:00pm - EDGE 
kids will need to help clean up from 7:00-7:30pm  
 

We are seeking energetic, faith filled teens and adults who 
are willing to help grow our middle school ministry.  

Reach out to Melissa Kahler, mkahler@saintmaryhc.org /  
515-290-2830, to learn more!  

    
Purpose (Confirmation 9th &10th graders)  

 

Our Confirmation Program is seeking volunteers for the 
upcoming year. If you or someone you know would be a 
good fit to help with the next generation of our parish, please 
contact Nicole Cory. 
 

Please register your children for Confirmation  
if you haven’t already.   

 

Sept. 29:  Confirmation Session 1, Social Hall, St. Mary 
 

 

Weekly Collection Financial Update 
 

                                        Received          Budget    
    Tithes/Plate/               $ 5,081          $5,642    August 29 
    Youth/Bldg. Fund       $ 2,694          $5,642    Sept. 5 

 

  Year to Date Tithes/Plate/Youth/Bldg. Fund  
 Received          Budget         Last Year 

                   $49,170          $56,420         $49,463 
 

Collection for Haiti: $743. 
 

  2021 Annual Diocesan Appeal 
Parish Goal      Payments      Unpaid Pledges      Refund     

    $51,038          $52,054             $4,476               $1,016  
  
  

Thank you to those who have been so generous to this 
year’s assessment. Additional monies received from those  
paying on their pledges will be refunded to the parish!   

S.T.O.R.M. Report 

In Sympathy and Compassion 
    

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Steve Luloff, brother 
of Mary Jane Nehring, who passed away Augusts 29 and 
Craig Hand, husband of Pat, father of Jon (Michele), and 
grandpa of Claire and Oliver, who passed away Sept. 8. They 
now have eternal peace with our Lord and Savior. Please 
keep their families in your prayers that they know the 
compassionate presence of Christ in their time of loss.     

Food Pantry Collection 
 

Please bring non-perishable food items to Mass next 
weekend; we will also take up a monetary collection. Thank 
you for your continued generosity in sharing with those in 
need. Your donation will assist the Maxwell Food Pantry. 



 American businesses use around 21 
million tons of paper ‐ with about 

750,000 copies made every minute.  Each ton of recycled 
paper can save 17 mature trees.   

 Thank You! 
    

Our August 26 blood drive collected a lower than normal 25 
blood products which will sustain or save 75 lives.  However, 
we had a larger than normal number of volunteered 
treats!!  Of the 30 people who registered to donate, 25 were 
able to do so, including another first-time donor, new 
parishioner, thank you, Marsha Crane-Cowles.  Thank you to 
the following who came to donate blood or treats and/or 
volunteered at the drive:  Diane Cronk, Delila Roberts, new 
parishioner Deb Larson, Bill Dunbar, Marion Panyan, Doug 
Heger, Fr. Andrew Windschitl, Dave and Barb Liske, Larry 
Mitchell, Lori Churchill, Jack McDermott,  Judy and Gary 
Sesker, Tawna Kerr,  Jean Miller, Glenda Oberender, Wyatt 
Zoske, Lorrie Hanlon, Marcus Hollingshead, Jenny Koudelka, 
Kathleen Greenwood, Janet Stewart, Patrick Cory, Ana and 
Ben Kautza, Karen Stafford, Scott Schaffer, Kathy Petersen, 
Doug Jones, Craig Ellyson, Tim and Lisa Kautza, and Kathy 
Daup.  
      

Please schedule an appointment (required, no walk-ins yet) 
for our November 4th (3:00 – 7:00pm) drive either by signing 
up on the bulletin board in the vestibule at St. Mary Church or 
visiting www.lifeservebloodcenter.org/. Additional new donors 
are needed. If you have difficulties or questions, please call 
LifeServe Blood Center 800-287-4903 and tell them you wish 
to sign up to donate at the November Elkhart Community 
Blood Drive. Volunteers and treats for the canteen are also 
needed.  Please contact Lisa and Tim Kautza if you can help 
(515-964-7687 or kautza@netins.net). 
 

Noon Mass   
 

This Mass will be offered on September 26 for anyone who 
would like to attend. More elements of our tradition are 
included; at certain times the priest faces the same way as 
the people, incense, inclusion of some Latin. A potluck meal, 
catechesis, and/or fellowship will follow. Please contact Fr. 
Andrew if you plan to attend the meal let him know what you 
might be able to bring. 
 

Prayer Chain    
    

If illness or a crisis strikes your family or friends, please don’t 
hesitate to contact us so members of our Parish may offer 
prayers for those in need. For requests or to participate in our 
Prayer Chain, please contact Barb, bliske@saintmaryhc.org / 
515-367-2685. If the request is not for you, please ask 
permission of the one it is for to be on our prayer chain. 
 

Lend a Helping Hand! 
    

 

We are looking for additional lectors, ushers and Host 
distributors for our Masses. Training provided. If you have 
questions or are interested in serving, please contact Fr. 
Andrew at Fr.Andrew@saintmaryhc.org.   
 

 

The Third Option   
We make marriage VOWS, not promises or wishes……. This 
free marriage enrichment program is for all couples whether 
they are facing obstacles in their marriage or just trying to 
make a good thing better! The Third Option will meet every 
2nd and 4th Monday “IN PERSON” at All Saints Catholic 
Church, 650 NE 52nd Avenue, Des Moines. The workshop is 
held from 7:00-9:00pm. A new session begins September 13; 
however, participants are welcome to join anytime. If you 
have questions, or would like to register contact Adam Storey 
at astorey@dmdiocese.org or 515-237-5056. You can also 
contact Barb Berenguel at barbberenguel@yahoo.com or 
515-229-0535.  
 

     
Additional Options for Tithing  

 

Auto Debit: Please consider using this type of tithing.  
You designate a monthly dollar amount to be withdrawn from 
your account on a pre-determined date. If you have 
questions or would like to begin ACH, please contact Sarah 
at sbaumberger@saintmaryhc.org or find the form on the 
table at church or on the home page of our website.     
 

Online Giving: This is available through the Catholic 
Foundation of SW Iowa with this secure link: https://
catholicfoundationiowa.org/make-a-donation/parishes-and-
schools-relief/. On the drop down choose St. Mary/Holy 
Cross Parish-Elkhart to make your tithe donation. No fees! 
The Foundation sends gift receipts.  
 

Thank you for considering using one of these for your tithing 
and thank you to those who do already. 

 

Fr. Bob Aubrey’s Anniversary of Ordination 
 

Join Father Bob in celebrating 50 years of his 
vocation to the priesthood on Sunday, 
September 19. Enjoy wine and cheese along 
with kid-friendly eats from 2:00 to 4:00pm at St. 
Joseph Parish Center (3300 Easton Blvd., Des 
Moines) with Evening Prayer 4:15pm.    

 

Memorial Mass For the Unborn  
 

Join us for this important Memorial Mass to remember and 
pray for the millions of babies whose lives were lost through 
abortion. We will pray for the unborn and for the women and 
men suffering from the tragic effects of abortion. This Mass is 
Saturday, Sept. 25 at Noon at the Grotto, just north of St. 
Anthony Church in Des Moines. Chairs will be set up, but feel 
free to bring your lawn chair in case seating is full. All are 
invited…please share. For more information please contact 
Tom Hanson at tehanson4@msn.com or 515-770-7648.  
 

Marriage Enrichment 
 

After the last year plus of pandemic life many of us are 
looking for a fresh start. Consider attending a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter experience. Upcoming Iowa dates and 
locations are October 22-24 in Coralville and November 19-
21 in Holstein. Register at Iowa-wwme.org or call 563-608-
3305 with any questions.  

Readings and Questions for Faith Sharing  
 

Twenty‐fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Sept. 12 
 

Theme: We are called to carry our crosses. 
 

Reading I:  Isaiah 50:5‐9a  • The Lord God is my help. 
 

Reading II:  James 2:14‐18  • What good is it to say you 
believe, if you don’t prac ce it? 
 

Gospel:  Mark 8:27‐35  • Who do you say that I am? 
 

For Children: What do think it means for you to follow in 
Jesus footsteps? 
 

For Youth:  Who do you say that Jesus is? Who is Jesus in 
your life? 
 

For Adults:  What is the cross that you carry today? How do 
you follow Jesus in the workplace and at home? 
 

 


