Advent Presence

At this time when so many are hard at it procuangd preparing Christmas presents to give,
I'd like share a simple reminder about the ChristfrReesence already given us. Every
Advent it strikes me as odd that we prepare forcttraing of someone who is already with
us, Emmanuel, “God with us.” In Matthew’s gosped trery last words Jesus speaks at his
Ascension aréehold, lam with you always, until the end of the affethis declarative
statement in the present tense, not just as a peoctmibe fulfilled in the future, Jesus tells us
he is present with now and will be with us alwé&ys, what are we doing and why when we
pray and prepare and wait and hope for Jesus te edmen he’s already with us? | often
hear people talk about how they want to “get closeGod or Jesus. Whenever | hear this |
respond thait’s not possiblgor them to get any closer to God or Jesus thay diready are.
Our very life exists only by God’s doing; were dtrfor God’s constant creation of us, we
wouldn’t be at all. If we were removed from God ev¥er a moment we would simply cease
to exist. So, at one level, objectively speaking,aan not get any closer to God than we
already are and always have been. And as JesuBes&dvith us always. However,
subjectively speaking, as much as God is alreallly fuesent to us, we are often not so
present to God. God is with us, as a matter of Bt we are not always with God, at the
level of our awareness, consciousness, and conoeonr Advent prayer we do look
forward to the “coming of Christ” and the “birth tife Savior,” but where and how those
things need to take place is within us, in our teeand minds, day in and day out right here
and now, not off in the future. God doesn’t have@canything different for Christ to come
into our world and into our lives, we do.

Please let us know what else about our faith ti@difou'd like to find out more about.
Contact Fr. Dan Krettek dkrettek@saintmaryhc.org




