The Liturgy of the Eucharist: Preparation of the Gifts

Since it has been so long since my last iims&adt, | will recap what I've already
said about the Preparation of the Gifts, and inelad additional comment on the
Collection. Christ offers himself to us and forarsd we join in that offering when we
proclaim theEucharistic Prayer. During thePreparation of the Gifts we are preparing
for this offering of Christ, symbolized by our pegmg the gifts of bread and wine
that will become Christ’s body and blood. The ketian during the time of the
Preparation of the Gifts is the procession with the gifts to the altar.sTisimore than
merely a means of getting the bread and wine adieécion to the front of the
church. It is an expression of our personal preard@o enter into Christ’s sacrifice,
and even when only a few members of the congregétion the procession, they
represent all of us. Their movement to the altar presentation of the gifts
symbolize the movement of our hearts toward thelland our willingness to share
in the sacrifice soon to be offered. As the gifes prepared and placed on the altar,
we can mentally place ourselves there too, prepargd/e ourselves as gifts to
others as Christ gave himself.

In practice, the Collection receives quitdtaobactive attention during Mass (and
after!), but the official books say very little aliat. The General Instruction of the
Roman Missal says simplyiswell also that money or other gifts for the poor or for
the Church, brought by the faithful or collected in the church, should be received.

While the Collection is most often an importanttparthe income of the Parish and
used for operating expenses, note how the Instruspeaks first agifts for the poor
in what it says about the Collection. Our regulscand collections respond to this
purpose.

Beyond the practical necessity of income tepkéine Parish going, the point of the
Collection also has something to do with prepadagselves to enter into the
Eucharistic sacrifice of Christ. It is significathiat the Collection takes place during
the Preparationf the Gifts, and that the money collected is brought forwadot@
with the bread and wine. In our culture, money mwerful symbol of ourselves.
The process of getting and spending it is sucly@ifggant part of our day to day lives
that, when we give away some of it within the cahtd the Eucharist, we express
our willingness to give ourselves away as well,\aey action of Christ we
commemorate and pledge ourselves to in Liturgwddition to providing for the
material needs of the Parish, what we give in tbkeCtion should be a symbol of all
we have, and expression of our gratitude God’s giftus, and a symbol that we will
use those gifts as God wills.

Please let us know what else about our faith tiaditou'd like to find out more
about. Contact Fr. Dan Krettekditrettek@saintmaryhc.org




