What Are We Praying and Why?

One Christmas Feast — Three Christmas Masses

On only two days of the year there are three diffeMasses (sets of Mass prayers and
scripture readings) that can all be celebrated.i©®Ad Souls Day, on Novembef? the

other is Christmas. The three Christmas Massetharklass at midnight, Mass at dawn, and
Mass during the day. The provision of three Massethis one feast, and permission for
priests to celebrate all three (the norm is onlg bfass per day, except in cases of necessity,
such as on Sunday when other priests are not aigildighlight the central and

foundational importance of the mystery celebrateanely the mystery of our redemption
itself. The focus of the Mass at midnight is how ttarkness is scattered by the revelation of
God’s grace in the birth of the messiah; the Maskaan focuses on how the light of God’s
love for us takes on flesh as the Savior appelaesiviass during the day focuses on how God
has spoken to us through his Son, the Word madh, ffevealing his saving love to all
people. The Masses at midnight and dawn use LaaEsunt of the birth of Jesus in
Bethlehem, while the Mass during the day uses pe@ing chapter of St. John’s gospel,
which makes no reference to any of the historiesdits of Jesus’ birth, but the eternal (that
is — beyond the bounds of time) dimension of thamrgg and message of Christmas. Are
even three Masses enough?

Please let us know what else about our faith ti@difou'd like to find out more about.
Contact our Council for Catechesidleutza@saintmaryhc.arg




